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This book consists of three parts ; fust an Account of a visit 
to PoW by Anna Louise Strong ; second ano her reportage 
t SicZ Litauer and third an abridged report of the proceedings 

the Trial of the 16 Polish ‘leaders’ at Moscow. 

Inna Louise Strong is an American journalist who has toed 
many years in the Soviet Onion, writing about the life and work 
Tihe Soviet people for such liberal U. S. journals as the Ne.u, 
Republic, Na In, etc. Her vivid writings on the Soviet-parr.- 
cuiarly her two major books-'/Ttc Lithuanian IVay and 1 he !l„ : 
'"1 are Peopfe-have donn a gfeat deal to help Americans to 
understand the Soviet She visited Poland at the begrnnmg o 
to year and the first part of this book » an account of that 

Vi ”''stefan Litauer, once doyen of all Polish journalists in London, 
wa9 a prominent official of the Polish Ministry of Information m 
the London Government. Bnt owing to Ins disapproval of the 
anti-Soviet policy of the emigres, he was thrown out of the Minis- 
try 0 f Information. Since then Litauer has been writing for the 
London liberal daily, the News Chronicle. LUauer spent four 
months in Poland this year and his report here is an account of 
what is happening in Poland as he saw it* 

These two eye-witness accounts of Poland plus the account 
of the trials are of absorbing interest to any reader who has been 
told so much about ‘Russian terrorism’ in Poland and who wants 
to learn something of the real truth of what is happening in 
that country today. 
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INSIDE LIBERATED POLAND 

By • 

.Anna Louise Strong 

I. THE REBIRTH OF A NATION 

.-Tt — r 

Jew Year’s Eve in a large round hall with pale yellow marbte- 
iV;e * columns in Lublin, I watched the birth of a new government,. 

Polish Krajowa Rada Narodowa (National Council of 
, land) voted unanimously to form a provisional government to 
|J c id power until Poland is entirely liberated and new general 
m ictions can be held. 

w l( I was the only American present when the Rada assembled 1 
ir< len o’clock in the morning on December 31st. Other foreigners- 
of ire official Soviet and French representatives and members o£ 
t(I V Soviet press. An hour later after many impressive prelim- 
inaries — the national anthem, and an oath taken by the newly 
*°Scted deputies — five other Anglo-American correspondents from* 
oscow came in. 

211 There were 9fi deputies actually in attendance. The total 
“Smbership of the Rada in the liberated area of Poland at that) 
nc was 165, a number which will naturally be increased when* 
P[ Poland is liberated. Delegates from • occupied Poland came- 
PI 
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.-Tt — r 
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girl who looks seventeen. She organized a youth underground 
.and was their delegate to the illegal Rada a year ago She 
participated in the Warsaw uprising in August and personalia 
brought out the lust nows of the insurgents’ positions to the 
Rod Army enabling them to (ly i„ and help. She travelled through 
sewers, loduy she is chairmen of the inter-parly committee of 
a i you h organizations and a member of the Presidium of the 
National Council of Poland, 

These are only a few ef many examples of types of strong 
personalities I recognized in the llada. Other deputies have 
similar claims to leadership among othor sections of Polish 
citizenry. 


COMPOSITION OF THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT 
President Boioslaw Bicrut was formerly prominent in the 
cooperative movement and in the Polish Workers* (formerly 
Communist) Parly, hut he now prefers to bo non-party, since his 
function is to preside over all parties. 

11m Executive branch — what Europeans call the “ Govern- 
nmnt ’’---consists ef Premier Edward Osuhkn-Morawski, a member 
of the Polish Socialist Party, and a cabinet of eighteen members • 
five Socialists, live from the Peasant Party, four from the Workers’ 
laity, one Democrat and two non-parly. Among the non-party 
members is General Ilola Zymierski, army Commnnder-in-Chicf, 
llin executive brancli or cnliinet thus comes under the 
legislative branch as in Great Britain mid France, Bicrut and 
VIorawski ^upplcmont each other rather effectively.. Biernt, 
hough quiet, is a very keen theoretician, reserved in manner 
md obviously the chief brains. Moruwski is accessible, effusive 
md friendly, especially at home in mass meetings of peasants 
md workers and easy to get on with. 

Holding the Congress on New Year’s Eve was a shrewd 
troko. This was the anniversary of the famous illegal Rada hold 
i year ago in Warsaw to launch the fight for llm liberation of 
hdand. The choice of this date liowover, lin'd an additional 
ITect, perhaps unforeseen. All over Poland New Year’s Eve 
mi-ties were hold by all organ iznliona— the first time in five years 
lio Poles were permitted to assemble. The Anglo-American 
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correspondents -were thus able in that single day to attend a 
government banquet, a peasants’ celebration, a Polish army dance, 
Everywhere the people were eating, drinking and hailing the 
dawn of liberation. The momentum was tremendous. The ail 
was electric with the people’s hopes and their bursting energy 
for the immense job of reconstruction that lay ahead. 

FROM BIRTH TO GROWTH 

When I returned to Moscow and met my fellow Americans 
— after those weeks entirely surrounded by Poles, I encountered 
forgotten questions that seemed as if they were from a different 
world. Does the government maintain order ? Is it really 
independent or is it a Soviet puppet state ? These natural legiti- 
mate questions raised by citizens from old established govern- 
ments sound very differently in a country where a government 
is being born. The problem in Poland is not so much of main- 
taining order as creating order from the chaos that the Nazis 
left. The problem is to seek popular leaders and organizers in 
various fields and incorporate them into the government. The 
process is that from birth to growth. 

At any rate, many facts prove that the newborn government 
is already an active baby functioning in normal governmental 
ways. First, the peasants last Autumn gave up the required 
quotas from their harvest without military compulsion. Second, 
this enabled the government to feed civil service workers and 
the army and industrial workers, tlius establishing a stable routine 
of work. Third, the people accepted the government’s printed 
money as payment for food and goods. Fourth, the ; young men 
accepted mobilization into its army which already contains many 
linfantry divisions plus tanks and aviation forces. Fifth, the 
peasants’ locally elected committees parcelled out the land to 
the peasants on the basis of the government title deeds. 

The question of how independent the Polish government is will 
be dealt with later. It must be borne in mind that when it came 
into being its independence was naturally conditioned by the 
presence of the .German armies in two-thirds of the country facing 
the Red Army and the Polish army in another third. Normal 
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standards of independence can hardly be applied, to a- country 
that is still a battleground. ' 

There is no question that the present Polish government 
intends to achieve the fullest independence. The Russians in word 
and deed have consistently supported this aim. 

tl« THE PEOPLE OF POLAND TAKE OVER 

A s 1 wniTE thcso lines the M Army is liberating the last 

areas of Poland in the most spectacular' blitz of this or any 
jther war. And in all the liberated towns and villages millions 
)f shabby, underfed Poles emerge from cellars or. return from 
concentration camps, and cheer the Red Army and the new 
Polish Army and begin to rebuild a civilian life. 

How do they do it? By wlmt, process do they organize a 
lommunity life from chaos ? What part does the provisional 
[overnment play V The answers are needed not only to under- 
tarnl Poland, but also to understand the future of Europe and 
lie post-war world. 

Note first that destruction of all moans of ordinary civilian 
ife is part of the Nazi strategy. They still intend to remain 
le strongest powor in ruined Europe, preparing for ultimate 
ictoly in the third world war, It should be realized that the 
ermans still possoss factories, engineers, mechanics, economic 
nd political apparatus, and have destroyed these things in all 
10 surrounding lands. 

' Tlie Army of course understands this, and adapts its 
ivn ! strategy accordingly. They make long preparations and 
j en the y stage a terrific breakthrough, penetrating swiftly far 
to the enemy rear and oncircling cities which the Germans still 
e using, and which consequently are not yet destroyed. The 
irtisans also understand this and check Nazi destruction in the 
ial moment of demoralization. 

WIIAT THE GERMANS LEFT BEHIND 
The extent of destruction differs therefore in different areas, 
arsaw, for example, does net exist today as a oily. R formerly 
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had a population of a million and a half and is now probabl 
the greatest single pile of ruins anywhere on earth. There is n 
water supply, no gas and no electricity. No house has been pri 
served fully. All churches and historical monuments have bee 
levelled. The direct cause of this utter destruction o£ one < 
Europe’s great capitals, was the uprising staged last August h 
Genera] Bor, under the instructions of the Poles from Londoi 
without consultation with the Red Army. The Red Army 
strategy was to take the city by encirclement, preserving tli 
capital and the population. But this required long preparatio 
and it was impossible to end the summer offensive two and thrc 
hundred miles from base. 

Bor’s uprising was not synchronized with the Red Army 
plans. It resulted in the destruction of the Polish capital an 
probably a quarter of a million Polish lives, mostly civilians wh 
djd hot participate in the uprising and were caught in a traj 
The Nazis thoroughly bombed the city during the uprising an 
afterwards systematically blew it up block by block, deportin 
or killing the inhabitants. The few tens of thousands of tli 
population straggling hack to the ruins curse the London Pole 
and Genera] Bor. ■ . • 

By contrast many of the large Polish cities, notably Lod; 
Czestochowa and ' in part Krakow, wore captured relativel 
undestroyed. They were far behind tlie German lines and th 
Red Army came so fast that the Nazis hadn’t time to destro 
them. These therefore can be swiftly organized as a basis o 
reviving national life. . .1 • . 

■ But how shall the local government he organized ? Thi 
present war presents a new problems Past wars overthrew 
armies and possibly the national governments but left the loca 
governments intact. City and village mayors continued to func 
tion under the new rules. In the present war the Nazis poisonet 
the local administrations and all forms of social life. : ! : 

THE NEED FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
_ This is an hour when local governments are painfully needed 
They are needed at the very first hour to stop looting, bur) 
corpses, fight epidemics and provide food aiid housing. Ever) 
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hour of delay increases disorder and human misery. 

Obviously this needed local government cannot be found in 
London. It must be found on the spot, It must have close con- 
tact with the local people and the ability to cooperate with the 
liberating army. 

These facts seem so self-evident in Poland that I hesitate 
to mention them. They weren’t understood by the Poles in 
London who thought that the Polish government depended chiefly 
on relations with foreign powers. At any rate, during the last 
half of 1944 Mikolnjczyk was repeatedly urged by the Poles 
from Lublin and by the Congress of his own Peasant Parly, to 
return to Poland and bo Prime Minister there. He delayed, 
imposing conditions, Whatever his reasons were, the govern- 
iient had to lie organized, the government was organized And 
le wasn’t there.. 

How was the government organized? How was order 
ntroduced ? ( Fortunately there were far-sighted Poles in Poland 
vho understood what was needed. They undorsotod it more 
ban a year ago add began to organize in “ conspiracy ”, in 
xpect alien of the Nazi overthrow. . 

Spychnlski, the present Mayor of Warsaw, told me a thrilling 
tory of that: first Rada Nmodowa— National Council of Poland 
—formed in Warsaw on New Year’s Eve at the eptl of 1943, 
ipychalski is a handsome dynamic man with black shining hair 
nd deep blue eyes and a roman nosd- But be is easier to look 
t than to interview. Four limes an interview scheduled with* 
im m Wursaw was called off by his civil duties. Finally I got 
>m in Lublin where he had time to talk. • ; . . 

' • ORGANIZING THE UNDERGROUND 

He told me that when the Polish government fled abroad 
-ith Polish gold reserves the Polish political parties, trade union* 
nd cultural organizations didn’t die. They went underground 
nd functioned illegally, with many casualties. It is estimated 
mt half the university professors perished or were killed for 
(aching ordinary university courses. Partisan groups developed* 
nd followed world affairs by secret 1 radio. More anti more they 
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saw in the Red Army’s victories hope for Poland’s freedom. 
Here they parted company with the Poles in London. n , 

“The first session of the Rada Narodowa" Spychalski ; told 
me, ( < was called in Warsaw, although it was the hardest ; place, 
■heing under the very noses of the Gestapo. Warsaw is Poland’s 
•capital. All over Poland the peasants and citizens had spon- 
taneously formed partisan bands to fight the Nazis, but only when 
the direction came from Warsaw could the movement gain 

•nationwide scope. ■ • '• 

“ Delegates came to Warsaw from all parts of Poland 
representing four political parties and many partisan bands. They 
travelled unarmed lest they be searched and shot. Two were 
killed before they reached the meeting. I and one other person 
picked them up one by one and brought them to an apartment 
•whose location was only known by the two of us. This was done 
•between five and seven in* the evening since at eight o’clock 
there was a curfew and only the Gestapo wore in the streets. 
We had arms in the apartment, prepared to sell our lives dearly 
af discovered. However, all went well and the delegates went 
suit one by one the next morning while it was still dark,” 


III. PREPARING FOR LIBERATION DAY 

M any different political views were represented in the first 
Rada Narodowa organized “in conspiracy”, hut all tho 
•delegates agreed on one thing — in which they disagreed with the 
London Poles— that the Red Army is an ally and tho Poles must 
actively cooperate with it when it entered Poland, and organizo 
for the liberation day. ■ The Rada Narodotva's first meeting, 
therefore, resolved to create a “ People’s Army ” by amalgamat- 
ing all partisans willing to cooperate with the Red Army equally. 
They also resolved to organize local Radas — underground govern- 
anents ready to take local power. • 

, UNITING THE PEOPLE'S FORCES . , 

The scene now shifts to the .country town of .Radzyn, a typical 
country centre in which underground organization spreads. 
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Parian Potapczyk, vice chairman of the county , Rada— -similar to 
J county commissioner-— told me the tale in his kitchen while 
wrote with freezing lingers huddled in the big comfortor from 
■otapezyk’s feather bed. Surveying the two coldest rooms in. the 
bulbed town where the county commissioner functions, I couldn’t 
'alp thinking it was a lot more comfortablo being the Polish 
bvernment in London rather than being it on tho spot', 

“ X was a leader of fifty- four armed partisans” said Potapczyk. 
■And last January after that Warsaw Rada session I got orders 
k organize a county Rada. I asked who it should include. And 
y colonel in the People’s Army told me to include the Home 
rmy (the forces under the London Poles), the People’s Army, 
blitical parties, every anti-Nazi organization, and trusted 
idividimls,” 1 

' It wasn’t easy for Potapczyk to include the Home Army, 
orty-fivo members of that organization had surrounded the house 
here ho was hiding the previous year and had taken him out 
id beaten him, leaving him for dead. They did this because 
3 organized sabotage against tho Nazis. Potapczyk’s kidneys are 
jrmnnently injured by that beating and he won’t live long, 
owever, under instructions he sought the loaders of -the Home 
rmy in the county, inviting them to cooperate, to form undor- 
ound government, , 

“ Are you still alive ! ” they said. “ Maybe it would bo better 
finish you now.” 

“You cun do that,” replied l’olapczyk coolly, “hut then 
m won’t live long either for now I have fifty-four armed men 
’ tho woods.” •'■••• 

Tho loaders of the Homo Army looked with more respect 
r Potapczyk, and agreed to send delegates. 

During February, 1944, Potapczyk held secret meetings in 
«ory village in the county, chose secret mayors and a county 
( uncil of fifty members, i whoso immodinto task was to hide food 
om the Germans, preserving it for themselves and for the Red 
rmy, which thoy nil expected soon, 

1 This typo of organization went on throughout Poland. By 
<arch it was sufficiently widespread so that the Rada Narodowa 
nt a delegation to Moscow to contact tho Soviet Government 
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and the Red Army. Soviet arms began parachuting down into 
the Polish woods. When the Red Army advanced towards Poland 
last summer the Polish People’s Army under General Zymierski 
sprang into correlated action. 

The People’s Army struck the Germans in the rear, turning 
retreat into rout, rescued peasants who were being deported as 
slaves, policed liberated towns pending organization by the 
government. 

“My commanding officer ordered me to enter Radzyn as 
staro&ta and take power.” We return again to Marian Potapczyk. 
Potapczyk went into Radzyn with nine armed men. Bombs were 
falling and there were very few people left. The first week the 
Rada’s existence was still a secret since the Germans might 
counter-attack. During that week Potapczyk ran the county with 
nine armed men and with the aid of volunteer citizens’ militia, 
without arms hut with arm bands. , 

“Our job was to clean the streets, bury the corpses, prevent 
looting and fires, grab Gestapo records. From this we learned 
the fate of many good comrades and also sometimes who betrayed 
them.” 

“ What happened to those traitors ?” I asked thinking the 
answer was foregone. But Potapczyk surprised me. 

“ The big traitors either fled with the , Germans or were 
arrested.” I learned that the two men who betrayed Potapczyk 
to a beating are still at large, not knowing that Potapczyk is 
aware of their identity. 

DEMOCRACY UNDER DIFFICULTIES , 

During that first week Potapczyk organized elections. He 
invited everyone over 21 to the village meetings which . elected 
ilieir sohys (village chief) and the County Rada. ' 

“Were elections open or secret?” I asked PolapCzyk. 

“ Sometimes one way, sometimes the other. Of fifteen vil- 
lage meetings I attended, five voted by acclamation, hut ten by 
ballot. If anyone called for balloting, they passed out paper. 
One village had seven candidates for the office of Soltys- and 
naturally voted by ballot.” ’ . 
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a “Did different political parties put up candidates ? ” X 
t inquired. 

] No political pnilies were yet organized/* replied Potapczyk. 
s “ Later they were organized and sent representatives to the County 
Rada, today the highest government body in the county. It has 
ijifty members of which thirty-two were chosen by sixteen town- 
£ ships, fifteen by political parties or public organizations — the 
I teachers for example have representatives— while three members 
who are specialists were coopted by Rada itself.” 

. It was not possible to hold elections like they did in Radzyn 
1 everywhere. Every county is different. In some places political 
i parties were the first to emerge and form temporary local govern* 

] ments. In Lublin the city factory workers held a meeting and 
(formed a city government * thereafter adding representatives from 
i doctors, merchants, teachers, etc. In Pragn Mayor Spychalski, 
i appointed by the central government, won popular support for 
the most rapid possible organization of ward committees and 
i house committees to repair dwellings and secure food, 
t So an underground Peopled Government was organized even 
1 while all Poland was still under the German yoke. 

£ TIIK POLISH COMMITTEE OF NATIONAL LIBERATION 

When the Red Army marched into Poland in late June, this 
^ underground Rada, while still remaining underground in German 
theld areas, formed an open \and legal Polish Committee of 
'National Liberation from leading Poles in various spheres of the 
government. Hence the Red Army never set up any military 
government. A civilian government in the hands of these Poles 
was already in existence, und was recognized by the Soviet Govern- 
1 nienl as the a dm in is Ira Live power in the liberated areas, 

1 In every liberated town und village they immediately called 
togethor all surviving members of the democratic parties and all 
leading citizens generally to form a local government'. They 
/called all surviving teachers to gel to gel her with parents and 
to open schools — ail of this in utter absence of motley, books, 
desks, even buildings.' Rut the teachers who had risked death 
^caching illegally were glad to teach legally again. The worst 
difficulty came from the scattered hands of Polish terrorists, who. 
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claimed allegiance to London but possibly were German agents, 
who assassinated some fifty representatives of the PCNL (Polish 
Council of National Liberation) and also a certain number of Red 
Army officers. 

The turning point came when the peasants handed over a 
definite quota of their harvest. The German had needed several 
army divisions to collect the harvest from these same peasants, 
but the PCNL collected through local authorities without any 
military force. The cause of this seeming miracle lay in the 
nature of their decree. 

Whereas all past governments, including the Germans, 
favoured the landlords and bore down the hardest on the poorest 
peasants, the PCNL freed the poorest peasants entirely from 
deliveries, taxed medium peasants only three quarters of what 
the Germans took, but demanded the entire landlords’ harvest, 
They fixed low prices and also gave the peasants papers entitling 
them to buy kerosene, soap, salt etc. at similar low prices in 
government or cooperative stores — a measure most interesting to 
the poorest and quite uninteresting to the landlords. After this 
the local peasants helped to collect. Deliveries began early in 
September and by October the Committee had food reserves and 
began rationing townsfolk at low prices. Its prestige rapidly 
grew. : ” 


„ IV. BRINGING ORDER OUT OF CHAOS 

W saw the work of the Polish Committee of National Liberation, 
•^predecessor of the Polish Provisional Government, during eight 
weeks’ tofir of the liberated areas in November and December. 

The first impression of today’s Poland is the incredible chaos 
left by the Germans— an utterly scrambled ruin of human life 
and affairs. The second simultaneous impression is the incredible 
fortitude and organizing capacity of human beings, who, in chaos 
manage to survive and build. 

I came four days by train from Moscow to Lublin, slowly 
by a partially repaired railroad, past a shifting panorama 
of wrecked bridges, burned railway stations, gaunt skeletons of 
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towns and charred villages. ‘ Nothing in Western Europe resembles 

" 1S f ? eVn3tat 7- M 111 ™* ** Germans observed to ore 

less the .col kd la, vs of war. In all the Slav countries the Nar 
pursued a policy of national extermination. 

Not only did they explode and burn buildings. They also 
drove oft transport, autos, horses and cattle and rounded up the 
inhabitants .driving them to Germany as slaves and often hilling 
out of hand those too old, too young or too feeble to work I 

end]essly°hy 'refugees. 10110118 ' “ ^ 

people-men in one groupldw^on Vta ’hapL^ 

.n B ^ tllC f01 ’ ces ol f destructio n are not omnipotent. Consider- 
able areas remote rom the roads escaped. Even along the 
Geiman line of march the peasants often managed to hide in the 
woods with their cattle or were rescued by the timely arrival of 

W P u« Tdnl EVCU 1,1 COncentration cam P s where the Germans 
hned up helpless prisoners at open graves shooting them in 

7Z\l?lZt manaeed t0 escape lhro,lgh the arHvaI 

- A Wf 11 known Political satirist, for instance, Stanislaw Letz, 
confined in the concentration camp at Ternopol, secured a uniform 
by bribery and on the final evening of demoralized slaughter, 
put on this uniform and brought out six comrades as his pri’ 
loners, driving them several hours in a march past the German 
t0 freedom a more satiric exploit than anything he ever 
vrote. A couple of hundred workers from a Lublin shoo fac- 
tory, taken on the last day to the notorious death camp at Mai- 
anek, spont oloven hours digging a trench, feeling sure it was 
leir grave. Instead, at the last minute the guards ran away 
rom Lublin. Here the dramatic breakthrough of the Red Army 
ayed the city comparatively intact, although Lublin also has 
uincd nroas, broken windows, a serious lack of fuel 
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THE RETURN OP THE NATIVES 
Poles poured into Lublin from all quarters of the globe. 
They faced all difficulties of distance, they risked Their We to 
arrive My railway car brought in several soldiers from the for- 
mer International Brigade in Spain who had been m concent™, 
lion camps in France and Algiers since. It also biought Polish 
professors, mathematician Manor from Lvov and Jan Demlmrosk. 
from Vilno, the latter a world famous spec, al.st on animal psy- 
chology and: well-known at the Rockefeller founds ion, but on the 
death list of the fascist terrorists because of bis democratic 

Pri " To' Lublin come also congresses of peasants and trade union- 
ists reorganizing this liberated third of Poland. A week-end con. 
eress of farm co-operatives I attended luid twenty-five bundled 
delegates coming God knows how, for there was no regular trans- 
i ]0r t° The previous congress of trade unionists represented over a 
hundred thousand members emerging from Nazi suppression, 
which permitted no unions. In hundreds of villages leaders from 
all parts of liberated Poland were taking short courses- m organ- 
izing land reforms and schools. 

Half the people one met seemed to he refugees from somewhere. 
Four approached me in one single morning as an American, beg« 
ging me to help, them contact the outer world. A nice looking 
Jewish woman wanted me somehow to inform her brother- ill Tel 
Aviv, Palestine, that while their mother, father, two sisters and a 
dozen nieces and nephews had been killed by the Germans, she 
herself and her children were alive. She was saved by a poor 
Polish woman hiding her and her four-year old child. 

“ She sold our belongings in order to buy food. We never 
dared to go out. But our belongings were all gono and if the 
Red Army had come a fortnight later both we and our hostess 

would have been dead.” ' 

A lad from Vilno, now in the Polish Army, wanted to contact 
his mother in Siberia and his' father with Anders ai my cither in 
Italy or Palestine. A stalwart man. from Transylvania begged me 
somehow to send a postcard to the village where he left his five- 
year old son. The Germans picked him up as a slave in the 
summer’s retreat through Romania and brought him to Warsaw 
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cn route to Germany. He joined the insurgents and fought the 
Nazis for two months, then when General Bor capitulated, swam 
the Vistula to the Red Army which held him several days for 
investigation then turned him loose. Penniless and still in the 
clothes he swam in, he hud only a single thought— to get his son 
or at least a report that he is still alive. When I said I had no 
possible way of communicating with his Transylvanian village 
lie kept repeating reproachfully : “ But I have a five-year old son 
there ! ”— as if the intensity of his desire could somehow change 
these devilish conditions. I imagine he intends to walk there, 
I only fear that his insatiable homing instinct, like a migrant 
bird’s, may dash him into a border guard’s stray bullet somewhere 
in the Carpathians. 

The fourth case seeking help to contact the world was an 
American. 

Anthony Puckiewicz claimed that lie was horn in . New York 
in 1919 and was caught in Poland in 1939 and lias been unable 
to make an. exit since. lie contacted the American legation in 
Kaunas in 1940 which sent his American passport to the American 
Embassy in Moscow. He believes it is still there. 

“X (don’t mind being in the Polish Army, I don’t mind taking 
a good crack at Hitler. My only fear is that I will lose , my 
American citizenship fighting in a foreign army. Tell me, do 
you think I will ? I couldn’t help the delay and the embassy is. 
holding my passport. All my folks are in New York,” 

, ' , STRONGER THAN DEATH 

Such was the chaos in which the Polish Committee of Na-, 
tional Liberation, as the de facto government in the liberated 
third of Poland, was achieving new creation. It seemed as mira- 
culous as that first creation from that first chaos of time. The 
local governments and schools blossoming in all those ruined 
towns and villages, a new Polish army already at that time well 
over two hundred thousand, with more tanks, planes and modern 
weapons that pre-war Poland ever possessed. Land reform— 
probably tho most bloodless land revolution in history— has 
already distributed over a million acres to a couple of hundred 
thousand peasant homes and all this had been done without inter- 
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national recognition, without help from the London: Government- 
io Exile whose function seemed chiefly to prevent any outside 
S irom reaching anybody in Poland itself. It was done almost 

With Itwas 0n hLcally done by that extraordinary patriotism resid- 
. in the Polish people and called forth by the leacleis who ai 
2 blood and bone of the people and because something they 
passionately call democracy releases in these ordinary people those 
forces of lHe and human organization which always arc stronger 

than death. 

V. the liberation committee in action 

m mG three-storey building stands on a slight rise in the city 
A of Lublin. Entering you present a pass to the sentry. Once 
inside you wander informally from room to room through wlmt is 
surely the most casually friendly “government m the world. 

Since all attempts to combine with the Polish Government- 
in-Exile in London to set up a provisional government had failed, 
various organizations in various parts of Poland were beginning to 
pass resolutions demanding that the Polish Committee of National 
Liberation assume the actual title of Provional Government. The 
Committee, however, seemed to function just as well without the 

formal name. ... u 

Various departments were similarly not called ministries, 

but “ resorts ” implying, as in English, a place where you go for 
a special purpose. Health resorts where you go for health, school 
resorts where you go to schools. Similarly you could visit finance, 
agriculture, press or propaganda resorts all under one capacious 

hospitable roof. > 

There were a dozen or two resorts, and more were boing 
added constantly because as Morawski told me, Many able 
people have arrived recently and so wo can enlarge our cabinet. 
It was just as informal as that. 

The people arriving from all over the world were given posts 
/and work to do. On my train there was a Polish engineer from 
Afghanistan, a oharming white haired man about sixty years old 
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i who seemed to know everything about roads and nothing about 
i managing his personal life. He was chief engineer of roads in all; 

I Afghanistan. When he left Afghanistan the Prime Minister wept, 
saying : “ I am your brother— go with God, but what will we do* 
for roads ?” He reached the Sovlot border with about two tons- 
of baggage and changed his life’s sayings from dollars into rubles 
at the official rate. 

hour days m an unheated train, jogging through ruined 
country, he kept saying : “ Why don’t those Poles in London come- 
back to our beautiful Poland, How can they bear to stay away 9 ” 
For a week or two he knocked about Lublin— nobody sent for 
him and he had to find folks who knew him. Then suddenly lie- 
turned uj) beaming. Ho was vice commissioner of roads and 
waterways for all Poland, living with six other people in a hotel 
room and working hard. “ I am so happy that I can work in 
Poland now nt this turning point of our history for a thousand 
years,” ho rejoiced. “We always ruined ourselves fighting the- 
Russians, now we are going to be friends.” 

When any brilliant engineer or famous scientist arrived to* 
offer services, the Committee just expanded in order to take him 
in. They gave him a bed and a monthly salary, but chiefly they 
gave him meals. 

Food, not money, was the basis of life in this emerging new 
Poland, Six free dining rooms serving upper officials were the- 
comerstonc of the state. Similar dining rooms attached to the 
municipal services and important factories assured that workers 
ind civil soivants would survive— ■—•nobody asked more. 

One day at lunch I asked the chief of one of the government 
.lopartments what they would oiTor Mlkolajczyk if lie came from 
London. 

Smiling, he said : “ A scat in this dining room and as much; 
vork ns he can handle. What more can any Polish patriot ask ? ” 
WTiich is one way of looking at it, hut not London’s way. 

Soriously, these free dining rooms were a great stroke where- 
iy tlie Committee out through tho chaos by establishing a roal basis 
or power. Tho only real vnluo left In Poland when tho Germans 
^treated was tho harvest still standing unripe m the peasants’ 
ielde. When the Committee succeeded in getting enough of tins, 
NP 2 
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. needy workers till the next harvest, it proved 

harvest to feed its neeay wu* 

itself fit to rule. '• 

kot a puppet government 

But let’s start from the beginning. London propaganda claims 
Uut let s suu Moscow. This is untrue. Its 

' origtawstleMUh underground, developing for five bit, or 

years. . tUf. Tiheration Committee is a pup- 

Qtncp its enemies charge the Liouauun ^ 
brnce its enei * Bierut, Chairman of the under- 

help ft. Union gove. 

,He *oy “™ 0<1 and "0“ i >r d “ ut army- 

,, J L s the Soviet Union gives soma lessor but Important 
Besides this the , ot in m0UC y but materials and 

aid in restoring out * ^xtiic mil fs, end salt for the 
PeasZ stores, These are given as short term credits repayable 

g °°But didn’t you need cash to start your government ? Didn’t 

‘he y .. g We didn’t even ask them,” smiled Bierut. “We wore very 
modest in our demands. We expect to live from the taxes and 
f m food collections. It’s true before the taxes began coming 
1 needed some small amount of currency, hut,” hero his smile 

grew whimsical— “we just printed that.’ 

I am still a hit dared by the informal realism of title do facto 
tgovernment which, while Polish govcrnments-ln-oxilo arise and 
fall in London, in a vacuum without territory, without constituents, 
without people, grows so calmly and confidently from these solid 
tnnA nnfl nnmile organizing community neone. 


VI. POLAND’S NEW LEADERS 

i 

miHE two leading figures in thePCNL wore Edward Osubka- . 
Morawski, its Chairman— a post similar to Premier— ami 
Boleslaw Bierut, Chairman of the semi-underground Rada (Coun- 
cil) operating in both liberated and occupied Poland.. Bierut 
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became President when the Provisional Government was formed, 
while Osubka-Morawski retained the post of Premier, becoming 
also the Foreign Minister. I learned something about both these 
lenders both by watching them in action, and through personal 
.interviews. 1 

THE PREMIER— OSUBKA-MORAWSKI 
Morawski 1ms no sense of personal prestige or importance 
or that thing sometimes called “dignity of office ”, In my first 
talk with him ho made a highly characteristic remark j “ Don’t 
stick around Lublin talking to the leaders. Go see the villages, 
and how the land reform is working out, go to the co-operative 
•and trade union congresses. Go see the Polish people.” 

In pro-war life Morawski^ name was Osuhka, He was a 
lawyer economist and district organizer of the Polish Socialist 
Party which had nothing in common with the Communists. His 
first big job of the war was helping* to organize the workers of 
Warsaw in the defence of their oapital. Thereafter he was 
sought by tlui Germans and wont underground, taking the name 
of Morawski. Today, lie uses the hyphenated name. 

Whon the underground Rada was organized, Morawski be- 
came its vice-chairman. Later he w,as sent as head of a delega- 
tion to contnct Moscow, a mission which had notable success. 
When the Liberation Committee was organized last summer 
Morawski became Chairman. 

• “ Why wore you picked ? ” I asked him, pressing for biogra- 
phical details. Ho looked positively embarrassed. “ They needed 
somobody and I was there.” 

I Stive him my opinion. “Perhaps it was because you’re so 
easy to get on with, so pleasant to approach and work with, and 
this — aftor nil of Poland’s conflicts and quarrels — is what is most 
needed notv.” Morawski looked interested. I don’t think he 
analyzes the technique of leadership. I think lie really believes 
in something colled the will of the people. Porliaps ho over- 
idealizcs the people. Not a bad fault, 

It is impossible for me, perhaps for anyone, to judge the 
future as a statesman of this utterly unassuming man. The Com- 
mittee under his chairmanship certainly performed miracles and 
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he is fully aware of this as a collective victory. “We’ve don 
mote in two months than that London crowd-rail tied Up in leg^ 
ism and red tape — could do in two years,” he told trie. 

THE PRESIDENT— BOLESLAW BIERUT 
Morawski’s figure was most seen by the public. Boleslav 
Bierut was less seen at that time, as his work was still partly ii 
underground Poland. When I told Morawski I wanted to mee 
' Bierut he picked up the telephone and after a brief query, an 
1 nounced : “He will see you in five minutes.”. Five minutes late 
1 he opened the door leading into a large, light, corner room ant 
- ; Bierut was there. 

' Bierut is solid, a trifle phlegmatic, with no sudden flash of i 
welcoming smile such as Osubka-Morawski gives you. But as lie 
1 answered my questions frankly and clearly and always patiently, 3 
1 gradually felt free to ask everything that bothered me. I soot 
1 realized I was in the presence of the leading theoretician of the 
Liberation Committee, a man who in every act, knows wlmt ho is 
i doing and why he does it. 

< I realized also that Bierut loves the Polish people not in an 
idealized way, but as human beings whose collective will must 

* still be created. He loves them as a good peasant loves his earth, 
1 studying its fertile spots and its barren ones, always learning 
s more completely how deep to plough and what to sow for the 
1 maximum harvest. 

Perhaps it was in the way lie said : “ Our greatest lack is not 
1 money, not harvest, not machines, but people. Our best wore 
t killed. Every one of us has lost our nearest and dearest. Two 
i of my best friends who first proposed our Rada were murdered 

< by the Gestapo in November a year agov” 

t 

, DIFFERENCES WITII LONDON EXILES 

t Bierut outlined for me most clearly the differences between 
j the Liberation Committee and the Polish Govornmont-in-Exile. 
j “The policy of the London government has been based on a 
false premise. First they believed that if tho Germans and Rus- 
sians wore eaoh other out, Poland, remaining passive, could become 
4 great. When the Red Army began beating the Germans, they next 
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s“on d powe“s. CO ” mCt b “"^ Soviet U "»" «"* + Anglo- 
“ On this they based their policy. Thev sent w* 
monoy into Poland, paying Ugh MlarJos , 0 officers andTrlt 
civil servants whose only task was to wait and remai, loyal , 
the London government. They were order-? , v y \ ™ 

— i ss 

-■£.r£tr Etirsc a-rt 
:™:~ , t ;“x : s- ;•? »“ 

friendship foT’tss^Teforrl'^X^Xer 3 
policy of friendship with distant powers— England, France Tine" 

r c zriTnl nois “ < r she «-“* <z 

l ostilo a hr, L ,? r“”‘ “ fr0m the Ru8sians ’ She was 
hostile at first to the Gormans but when Hitler came heenn to 

athmro his system of government where the rule was in tholiands 
h ' kn v\ Wilh i ^’ a F grca d t 

sjar.tMstaws® 

United Nations we bnse our foreign policy. 

oppose ibe kie! ff ™ 000 k in our k!e « 9 a government. We 
oppose the idea of a government telling the citizens what to do 

Wo think a country fa strong where every citizen uses hi ini Z 

° P ° 1!l r We aro r <» * democratic Poland." 

Altci a moment Uicrut continued. 

“ We have nothing to get from the London government. Thev 

WcL ':"Al'li,: ‘'r, "7 " y “ l "' — Vz 

Western Allies. Ilioy have squandered in exile Poland’s gold 
reserve, built up in twenty years. They have not experienced the 
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sufferings of Poland from which they have been absent for five 
years. 

UNITY OF ALL POLISH PEOPLE VITAL 

“ Nevertheless, we have spared no effort to come to an agree- 
ment with them, because the land is so ruined that we need the 
complete unity of all Polish people.” 

Bierut related with the utmost frankness the content of his 
talks with Mikolajczyk on his return from Moscow. Bierut made 
it plain that the Liberation Committee was ready to accept Miko- 
lajczyk as Premier if he accepted these four principles : the demo- 
cratic constitution of 1921, the land reform voted by Parliament 
in 1919, the end of the murderous civil strife, and a foreign policy 
of friendship with the Soviet Union. Mikolajczyk himself pro- 
fessed personal agreement with these policies but had not convinced 
the London government. 

I left Bierut feeling that the National Liberation Committee 
was strongly based on solid earth. When you meet the Poles of 
London— I met them in Moscow — you feel that upper class Poland 
produced diplomats whom nobody can outmanoeuvre except ano- 
ther Pole. But when you meet Morawski and Bierut you feol that 
these people have never learned to be diplomatic manoeuvres, 
having nothing in their intentions to hide. 

These were the first Poles who made me love Poland, feeling 
that humanity is forever richer because the Polish people dxist. 
In their presence one became warmed by the honest friendliness 
of plain Polish people and humbled by their fortitude through 
centuries of division and pain. 

Another of the leaders of the new government who should 
be mentioned is General Miclial Rola-Zymierslci, commander-in- 
chief of the new Polish Army, and minister of war in tlie Provi- 
sional Government. Like Bierut and Osubka-Morawski, he was 
active in the underground movement against the German invaders, 
and with them he helped to form the illegal Rada a year ago. 

General Rola-Zymierski was an officer in the Polish legion in 
the Austrian army during the first World War. He was vice 
minister of war under the late General Sikorski in 1924. He: 
wears the highest military orders of Poland, 
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In 1926 Rola Zymierski opposed the' Pilsudski coup d'etat? 
and for that lie was jailed, thrown out of the army, and later 
exiled. He lived abroad in France, but returned to Poland in 
her hour of need, after Hitler’s attack, when others fled to safely. 
Living underground, separated from his wife and family, he organ- 
ized and trained the nationwide network of partisan forces, which, 
with the Polish troops trained on Soviet soil, make up the new 
Polish army he commands today. 


VII. LAND REFORMS IN RADZYN ’ 

f took Oaubka-Morawski’s advice, and wont out to see the 

Polish people. He made arrangements for me to go to the 
little country town of Radzyn with Bienick, vice minister of agri- 
culture from Lublin, who was to preside at the formal ceremony 
of land distribution. • . ! 

Wo walked across the park to the little assembly ball where 
the celebration of the land reform was to be held. To our left- 
several blocks of jagged walls and rubble outlined the market- 
place once fringed by rows of shops. To our right where three- 
highways met-— to Warsaw, to Brest, to Lublin— charred grey walls 
from what had been a graoious county building stood roofless and 
windowless against tlie winter sky. 

All this ruin was Hitler’s going away present, done not in 
war but in retreat. There had been little fighting in Radzyn, 
There had been only this wanton destruction to remind the Poles 
of the German masters and to make life difficult to rebuild. 

A crowd of men and women were pouring into a plain oblong 
building without benefit of architecture, like an early Pilgrim 
Father’s meeting hopse, Two Polish soldier boys, complete with 
automatics, stood like two pillars on either side of the entrance. 
They snapped to attention as we approached, for my companion’ 
was the representative of their government. As he crossed the 
threshold, strains of the Polish national anthem rose to greet him 
from the band somewhere inside. 

Then, like a miracle, the crowd parted and the aisle led 
straight to a stage where stood a long table draped in the Polish 
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Colours, red and white. All the walls of the stage were green 
hvith Christmas trees, and the backdrop showed a peasant cottage 
•in a snowstorm apparently awaiting St. Nicholas. Probably the 
only scenery in the country, but it was reasonably appropriate. 
St Nicholas in the person of Bienick, was about to bestow on the 
'^"peLank somo thirty thousand acros of land. 

THE PEASANTS GET THEIR. LAND . 

This was the climax of several months’ labours. All the 
estates over 125 acres— under Polish conditions a farm that size 
Is a regular manor worked by hired help— had first been listed 
and taken in charge by the government. Then the peasants and 
• farmhands needing land were similarly listed, checked and conn- 
iterchecked by the local committees of peasants. Then lands were 
assigned. Now came the final act— bestowal of the formal title 
[ ‘deeds. 

The hall was bitterly cold. Many windows were broken and 
•the building was unheated. The peasants sat in sheepskins, the 
. women in heavy shawls. The faces, some grinning, some rapt,* 
, 3 ome wistful, were all toilworn and very patient with long 
i endurance. 

( The local county agent for land reform first reported “ nearly 
c five thousand families with twenty thousand individuals receiv- 
ing land.” Of these, 2,162 families of farmhands, formerly com- 
pletely landless, got an average of nine acres each. Some 2,700 
: peasants who formerly had less than five acres got about four 
1 -additional acres each. 

“ Generations of peasants have awaited this day,” said Vice- 
Minister Bienick. He outlined the history of tho long peasant 
: struggle since the days of the first dynasty nearly n thousand 
3 years ago. 

, Worn peasant faces under shawls, under sheepskin caps, 

' stared at him with interest. Then peasant heads nodded, accept- 
„ ing the fact that their nine acres received today were somehow 
( part of history. 

The loudest applause came for the representative of the. Polish 
■ army, a fiery young spellbinder in uniform, with the Polish eagle 
on his cap. 
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« Some people told you it was dangerous to take this land. 
They said the Poles from London would come and take it away 
again and punish you. But you have an army now and I tell 
you we are a new kind of army. The old army suppressed peas- 
ants, shooting down all peasants’ strikes. The new army supports 
the peasants and protects their rights. In our democratic army 
peasants’ sons rise to be officers. The title deeds you get today 
are underwritten by bayonets from pur new Polish army.” 

Then Vice Minister Bienick took up a pile o£ title deeds and 
read out the fust name. A stocky, middle-aged peasant stepped 
forward and Bienick handed him the paper, with the words : 44 In 
the name of Krajowa Rada Narodowa — the People’s Council of 
Poland — and in conformity with the decisions of the Peasants’ 
Commitee on this county, I give you this title deed to land.” There 
was a scattering of applause but most of the peasants were as 
still and solemn ns if in church. 

Only a dozen or so title deeds were thus formally given. Then 
the meeting ended and the local county land agent took charge of 
handing out the rest. 

WHAT BECAME OF THE LANDLORDS 

For me ns a journalist, the transaction was not over. There 
Was still a question I must ask. It might be a delicate question, 
•even an unpleasant one, hut it was needed for America. So I 
said, 44 What’s become of the landlords ?” I didn’t really suppose 
they had been kept track of, but I wanted a general idea. 

I got much more than I expected. To my amazement they 
said, 44 Better ask .Tan Zaorski. He’s one of them. Working 
now in the County Department of Agriculture, He will tell about 
the rest.” 

Strictly speaking, it was all quite irregular that Jan Zaorski 
— former landowner of 400 acres — should remain in the county 
at all. The landowners had all been ordered to leave lest they 
interfero with the land reform, But every law has its exceptions 
and Zaorski was one— an honost guy who knew so much about 
agriculture that the county wouldn’t let him go. 

44 They wanted me at first to be chief agricultural represen- 
tative,” lie smiled. “But that’s the man who runs the land re- 
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form. I told them it wasn’t proper for- a man to hang himgelf. So 
somebody else was put in to confiscate my estate, while I handle 
questions of production and supply.” 

I watched Zaorski engage in a hot argument with officers of 
the Polish army regarding the question of who should furnish 
transport for army grain. They bullied each other, called each 
other names and then slapped each other on the back and shook 
hands. Zaorski knew his stuff and was clearly a good adminis- 
trator. Obviously he was also a good progressive or he wouldn’t 
have been permitted to. stay. He had a reputation for knowing 
how to help the Polish partisans during the hardest days. 

* Zaorski knew every farm and landowner in the county. Confis- 
cated lands, he said, were listed at fifty-eight estates but there 
were actually only twenty-eight separate ownerships* Eight of 
these, comprising fourteen of the largest ancl best farms, had been 
taken over by the Germans who naturally vacated when the Red 
Army came. The problem with these was simple. 

Twenty estates were in the hands of Polish owners but only 
six owners were actually in possession. “ That’s including me,” 
said Jan Zaorski. 

The fate of the three largest Polish- owned estates shows what 
happened. The Milanov estate of 4,300 acres was the largest, 
The owner was killed in a German concentration camp, leaving 
Ids wife and minor children, These went away last May to n 
daughter’s home west of the Vistula. Nobody was home except 
the overseer when the new law was issued. 

The owner of the Rudmets estates of 4,100 acres lived in 
Warsaw, which means he is either dead now or in the hands of 
the Germans. The Borky estate of 2,000 acres belonged to a 
young fellow recently married, who, as war approached, fled 
somewhere westward with his wife. 

Of the remaining seventeen Polish -landowners are in Gorman 
jails or concentration camps — I asked Zaorski what for, and ho 
said because they were Poles. Five others fled as the Red Army 
approached and only six remained on their places. Two of these 
were later jailed for their opposition to the land reform, while the 
remaining four are living and working in Poland, one in the Polish 
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army, two in Lublin and one— Zaorski— in lua own home county 
town, ' 

Five years of Nazi occupation winnowed out the Polish land- 
owners and all conspicuous Poles. Those who opposed the Nazis 
landed in concentration camps. Those who compromised with 
the Nazis wore naturally suspected as enemies by the Polish pat- 
riots. Zaorski thus explained his fellow landowners : “Many fled 
in n moment of panic when the front approached with its casual- 
ties and turmoil. It is hard in such a moment to decide what to 
do. The fact lemams that in this moment of panic some people 
stayed, and others fled. The choice was made for them not by 
that moment but by their actions during five years. 

In any event, land roform in Poland was greatly simplified by 
# thc absence of most of the landowners, and there was no doubt 
that it was clearly approved by the majority of the people of 
war-torn Radzyn, 

After the land reform, Radzyn put on one move celebration. 
An evening Christmas party at the high school, open again after 
five years. The singing and dancing were amateurish but full of 
vigour. The teachpr apologetically explained to me, “ It takes 
some time to learn proper dancing and singing. These are our 
first steps of freedom in five years.” 


VIII. POLISH TRADE UNIONS REVIVED 


till following Osubka-Morawski’s advice, I went to see what 
was happening among the Polish workers. 

I visited some factories and city central organizations, and 
interviewed three leading officials of the Polish trade union move- 
ment : Witashewski, general secretary of the Central Trade Union 
Council, Kuszyk (pronounced Kushik), secretary of the Trade 
Union Federation of the Lublin Voycvodstvo— similar to our State 
Federations of Labour— and Cherwinski, chairman of the Lublin 
Voyevodslvo Federation and second secretary of the Central Coun- 
cil for all the liberated area of Poland. 

No labour reporter could talk with these men Urn minutes 
without recognizing that they are men with stable experience in 
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executive trade union work. They gave me, in fact, their per- 
sonal histories showing that they had held pre-war executive posts 
in the labour movement. However, they asked me not to publish 
the details for the present, lest their families and friends still in 
areas under German occupation be identified and killed. 

All were upstanding, energetic men in their thirties, elected 
last November by the trade union conference meeting in Lublin 
and representing the five voyevodstvo already freed, including 
120,000 organized workers, which number was rapidly growing. 

Pre-war Polish trade unions were of many kinds, divided by 
political views. There were radical unions, Catholic unions, even 
fascist so-called unions. Sometimes all these varieties existed in 
the same factory. When the Germans came they abolished all 
Polish trade unions, whether Catholic or Socialist. 

UNDER THE GERMAN YOKE 

Many trade unions did not really disband. They went under- 
ground. These three leaders whom I interviewed, all continued 
working “ in conspiracy.*’ The two younger of them also organized 
partisan fighters in the woods. They kept in constant contact with 
the struggles of the Polish working class. 

Industrial workers under the Germans were literally slaves. 
Girls in the Lublin tannery and shoe factory told me liow the 
bosses beat them. “They, beat till the blood came. One girl 
was sick and wanted to go home but was not permitted to. She 
died in three days,” .* 

The workers were unable to escape by leaving the factory. The 
Germans rounded up all the able-bodied in their homes and took 
them as slaves to Germany. The only way to escape this de- 
portation was by showing a paper from the German owner of a 
factory, saying this was a necessary worker for his establishment. 

The final threat of the Maidanek deatli camp hung over all 
workers. Anyone who failed to produce to the limit fixed by 
the German bosses, was simply sent to the gas chambers for exe- 
cution, Under such conditions the industrial workers were espe- 
cially eager for the coming of the Red Army. 

The German masters, however, resolved that the Polish slaves 
should not benefit by the Red Army victories. Whenever they 
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had time they destroyed the factories and deported the entire 
working population. 

When unable to deport workers, the Germans often killed 
them. Girls in the Lublin shoe factory told me how the. Germans 
took them the last day to Maidanek and forced them to dig a 
deep grave. “We wept all day at the digging, because the Red 
Army was coming and we wouldn’t live to see it. But at the last 
moment the guards ran away because the Red Army came faster 
than expected. We couldn’t believe that we were still to live.” 

Even under such terror large numbers of Polish Workers sur- 
vived, sometimes by chance, oftentimes by flight to the woods, 
sometimes by lust minute organization. Wherever workers survived 
they also contrived in part to outwit the German masters and 
save precious hits of Polish industry. 

TIIE WORKERS SAVE THE MACHINES 

The Zamoscie power plant today functions because the work- 
ers hid tho most valuable equipment, so the Germans could not 
take it away. The large Stalowa Woln steel and munitions works 
has begun operating because the workers dropped all the finest 
precision machinery into barrels of oil which they buried deep^ 
underground, both saving and protecting it against rust. 
In the Lublin shoe factory all the sewing machines were appar- 
ently looted on the final day of disorganization. But when the 
trade union started inquiries, practically all turned up in the 
homes of workers who merely had taken them to prepare for any 
future eventualities. 

Under the chaotic conditions of German retreat, the indus- 
trial workers were usually the first to organize. 

For instance, Kuszyk and Cherwinski entered Lublin as par- 
tisan fighters a fortnight before the Polish government, and even 
before the Red Army arrived. They immediately collected all the 
active workers and sent them into the factories to save the machi- 
nery and raw materials from the final chaos of retreat. During 
the actual hours when the Germans wore leaving, these trade 
union leaders were already assembling workers in the small iron 
and steel works, in the tannery and shoo factory and the sugar 
refinery, and electing emergency fuctory committees, 
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These factor committees ^ 

were elected by » ™ e “S d t0 take charge of the factory till 

vent looting and dost sinc0 ^ 0 y ma5ters were preoti- 

* rGerma.r Simultaneously, however, the trade union or- 
eally all Gern m embers, on a strictly voluntary basis. 

- ° the , 

0 „d this corresponds ™thaWha ^ Mw eyery plant has 

2W5 

° ' ♦ ull workers irrespective of creed or party, u ni 

waTunioM whteh separated Catholics and Socialists.” 

elections in the FACTORIES 
I have before me the typed 

the Lublin tobacco factory wot - cr ^ 8 qq attended the meet- 

nominating committee which reported forty 
g m „ Of these the meeting elected nineteen as the factory 
— ee.Vse nineteen, met j-*-. 

Cemr“coS“f ’Trade Unions. These were only “candidates” 
? the Citv Central Council was not yet formed, and it was 
" known how many delegates each union was entitled to 

haVe Tl.is meeting was held ten days before the government came 
to Lublin There was no city government yet, so this bant factory 
ommi .ee o tobacco workers also elected three “ candidates * to 
2 Lublin City Council and to the Lublin Voyovodstvo Council. 

The first municipal authority in liberated Lublin was thus 
set up by factory workers from tl.eir meetings and rfoehtmth 
However, they had no intention to hog the government. rite City 
Council kept adding members chosen by various polmcul parlies 
and cultural organisations, pending the final freeing of nil I olflm . 

Within three months enough trade unions were formed on the 
basis of individual voluntary membership so that elections for city 
trade union councils and voyevodstvo federations could bo held. 
After this the central body was formed, 
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= ; . ' Delegates to voyovodstvo congresses wore directly elected by 
the factory trade unions on; the basis of one delegate for the first 
200 members, two delegates for a union of over 200 but under 
500, and one additional delegate for every additional 500 mem- 
bers. The central body was formed by a coalition of voyevodstvo 
representatives, five from each, making twenty-five as of today. 
These were elected to a conference held on November 20 and 21. 

This form made it possible to add new representatives to the 
central body as fast as new areas are freed. Each new district 
forms its state federations and elects five members to the central 
body. When all Poland has been freed, there will then he a gene- 
ral congress of Polish trade unions re-electing a central body, 
presumably on a new busis combining large central unions instead 
of areas. 

At the time of my visit there were already about thirty cen- 
tral trade unions. The largest by far was that of the railway 
workers, comprising 45,000 members and constituting forty per 
cent of tire entire trade union membership. The reason for this 
disproportion is that the railways wero rapidly repaired by the 
Red Army which needs them for the front, but Polish industry 
has been badly destroyed and hence does not yet employ many 
workers. -Polish industry is being reconstructed by the help of 
the trade unions and the number of industrial members is rapidly 
rising, while the number of railway workers remains stationary. 

The second largest trade union till recently was that of agri- 
cultural labourers, totalling 29,000. This number suddenly di- 
minished, probably was cut in half, since large numbers of farm- 
hands liavo now become peasant proprietors through land reform. 
Food workors came next, then metal workers. 

I checked these facta also with Henry Altman, chief of the 
Department of Labour in the new Lublin government. Allman 
was a pre-war member of flic General Council of all the Polish 
trade unions. "I’m the only one left in Poland. All the others 
were either killed or went away to London. ’ When I asked Alt- 
man whether I might use his name and former post, since other 
trade unionists did not wish this lest it endanger their families, 
Altman replied, “I have no objection to using my name. Un- 
fortunately, nil my family and relatives are already killed.” 
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Such ia the grim background from which Polish workers 
organize to rebuild their land, their industry, their lives. 

IX. WHAT HAPPENED IN LODZ 

jj«nKT E kissed not only the feet of the Red Army men but even 

** the hoofs of their horses.” In these words Doctor Albert 
Mazur, Jewish doctor in Lodz and one of 800 survivors of the 
Jewish population that once reached a quarter of a million, ex- 
pressed the feeling he had when this great industrial city of 1 oland 
was liberated. 

Mazur was preserved till the end a9 he was needed as a phy- 
sician in the ghetto, but he was aware that his last hours would 
come unless he could choose accurately a moment to hide and 
wait for the Red Army. His hiding place was in a cave built in the 
ghetto and covered with debris. He heard shots as Jews less for- 
tunate in hiding were dragged out and killed before the Germans 
fled. Mazur knew that if the Germans had time to get police 
dogs to trail the hidden Jews, he was finished. However, the Gor- 
mans did not have time. 

The Red Army took Lodz in an amazing surprise manoeuvre, 
entering from the direction of Berlin. The city was almost intact 
except for what the Germans took away during the five and a 
half years, which was considerable. Hotels were open and facto- 
ries operating. However there was a serious food shortage, com- 
plicated by the fact that almost no money existed. 

The German marks, in which workers got their last pay 
cheques had not yet been officially outlawed, but nobody would 
take them any more. Lublin zloty had not arrived in quantities 
and must be put in circulation in planned fashion ns wages and 
payments. Imagine a city in which everybody’s money suddenly 
becomes valueless, and you have Lodz. 

Imagine also, a city in which all owners of stores fled over- 
night, not even troubling to lock their premises. Lodz, unlike 
Warsaw and Lublin, was incorporated in Germany proper and 
only Germans were permitted to own property, all Poles being 
there “temporarily” as slaves. The Poles of course were the vast 
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majority of the inhabitants, but without rights. Even, the smallest 
shop was taken from its former Polish owners long ago. 

The new German owners naturally fled when the Red Army 
entered. The inhabitants simply helped themselves . to things in 
the stores. Rapidly a citizens’ militia was organized to stop this 
looting, but the store hadn’t reopened when I was there. When 
the Polish owners reappear they will get their property back, hut 
many Polish former owners are now dead. 

The worst sight I ever saw in my long life as a correspon- 
dent, was the jail outside Lodz which the Germans burned down 
with several thousands of prisoners. There were bodies lying 
around in distorted poses, some bloody, some charred by the 
demos. Throngs of weeping onlookers were trying to fmd their 
loved onos in the great heap of bodies. 

One man, Frank Zarenski, escaped by a series of miracles com- 
bined with personal daring. He told us how the prison warden 
spent all night killing prisoners, bringing them downstairs in 
batches of twenty-five and shooting them. He was thus shot but 
had a light flesh wound, and feigned death when the Gestapo 
looked with a flash-light. When the wardens couldn’t make pri- 
soners come downstairs any more since the prisoners heard the 
shots, they set fire to the jail. 

. After the wardens left the burning building, Frank went up- 
stans and hid in the laigest water tank, which had' a concrete 
base. The water got very hot hut lie survived this, since the 
building burned fast, leaving only the brick walls and concrete 
stairs. Frank wont downstairs then and hid in a 3)ig box of 
blankets in the basement. Three times the wardens searched the 
rums but frank held the lid down and the searchers thought the 
box was nailed shut. Only when Frank heard Polish voices did 
ho emerge. 

Lodz lias historic reasons for wishing close contact with the 
Soviet Union, The city grew up on Russian cotton from Central 
Asia and worked for Russian markets fifty years ago. It suffered 
many economic crises when this market was cut off. Meanwhile 
«s the Rod Army stiJI drives westward, long lines of German prb 
soners' appear in Lodz streets. I snw largo groups driven along by 
a single Pole. The X’ole seemed to me very careless with his 
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rifle. I couldn’t help thinking that any daring prisoner could 
crab it and shoot his way out. But apparently the Germans knew 
they were beaten. Five hundred shuffled meekly along under 
guard of this single Pole who merely wore a red and white arm- 
band and twirled his rifle carelessly. 


x. BN WARSAW WITH THE ROUSH ARMY 

wy o ONE can know tlie Polish people today, without knowing 
the Polish army. 

I was th e first American to crawl into dugouts and crouch 
in trenches and behind parapets directly facing the German fire 
on the Eastern front. Not long before the final liberation of War- 
saw, I spent three thrilling days with the Polish Army in posses- 
sion of the part east of the Vistula bank known as Praga, which 
constitutes one-fifth of Warsaw, connecting across the river by 
many fine bridges, all of them blown up now. The inhabitants 
claim that they live in Warsaw just as dwellers of the Bronx and 
Queens rightly claim they live in New York. . 1 

And in truth in that battered hulk of city one felt the undying 
spirit of Poland, one felt pride in the national capital more than 
in Lublin, which after all is a provincial town. One felt it. in 
the non-chalance with which both soldiers and civilians accepted 
the constant enemy shelling, going about their business under the 
daily threat of death, One saw it in those two red and white 
Polish flags which since November Uth fluttered over Vistula 
from the highest girders of the broken Poniatowski bridge. 


IN FULL SIGHT OF THE ENEMY 
Our little jeep dashed in and out along Washington Alley— 
a fine boulevard leading straight to. the bridge. “We don’t stay 
on this street any longer than we can help it ”, explained a 
Polish officer. " Since it’s in the direct line of fire from the 
German and the Polish. The enemy is not very lively now but 
there is no need to provoke them by an unduly long appearance,” 
Zigzagging through side streets and behind houses, we finally 
parked the jeep not very far from the river. All along this part 
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ie fourth shot was square on the target, raising a great clouc 

dust and fragments between two piers. 

Then we ran hastily downstairs because the enemy also openec 
•e But the artillery officer remained in his room on the uppei 
>or because he doesn’t like cellar air. His doors and Window, 
m been repaired in a dozen places where bullets went through 
H so far he himself had remained intact. 

While mortar bombs rained and rifle shots popped along the 
ver I visited dugouts and tunnels made in the bank. 


POLISH SOLDIERS 

The Polish soldier boys holding the Eastern bank of tilt 
Vistula waiting for the final smash that would “ set their banner, 
i Berlin ” were a gay lot, always amusing themselves with prank, 
gainst the enemy. Some serious ones, some only funny, but al 
sserting the disdain that these proud Polish people feel for th< 

lower-witted “ master race.” , 

They recounted some of these exploits in the ruined villi 
3 which we returned from the front line positions, dodging bacl 
rom dugouts and tunnels and observation posts , to comparative 
’curitv in the detachment’s headquarters, where we chatted anc 


ad tea. „ . • ... 

These were Poles from the First Polish Army which wa. 
jmied in the Soviet. Union. Many of them had travelled al 
ver the earth. The Battalion Commander had read all in) 
ooks on China. He talked well about Sinclair Lewis, Uptor 
inclair, Theodore Dreiser and Agnes Smedley. 

The Colonel accompanying me said : “ I have been a soldiei 

jr twenty-five years. I have fought in five major wais, the firsl 
7orld War, the war in China, the Spanish war, the Finnish wai 
nd now this one. This is the first tune .that I, a Pole, can 
gilt for my own Poland.” 

« Too bad you weren’t here last night,” they told me, " A 
uncli of us went over the river and brought back a * tongue * ” 
-that is the word describing a German seized to extract 
[formation. 

To njy, inexperience, the broad Vistula river sepmed •> a com- 
[ete barrier. I couldn’t imagine how men could cross to the 
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enemy side when the searchlights played to the slightest sound. 
They explained that they went by night with an old fisherman 
who knew every curve of the Vistula and had a life-long expert, 
ence of noiseless boating without disturbing the fish. 

They crossed the river without any accident and Went 
stealthily, along the hank till they reached the enemy sentry 
Without waiting for the sentry’s challenge, the officer spoke 
firmly 111 German : “ Who goes there ? ” The sentry supposed 

it was a superior officer who spoke. This gave them the chance 
to seize the sentry and gag him with a first aid package whose 
soft hulk admirably fits in the mouth. When they returned to 
the boat they encountered two more Germans and had to shoot 
their way out, arousing the entire bank while searchlights played 
on the sky and the river, Despite this they got back with the 
prisoner. “And did he talk ? » I asked them. 

The Polish hoys laughed : “ He talked not only to us hut 

also to the whole German army. We easily got him to make a 
Bpeech over the radio megaphone which is audible across the 
liver. He said, ‘Marshal Paulus from Stalingrad is now on this 
Bide and he knows much more than you. Paulus says finish the 
war and finish Hitler. But you folks are stupid and you are 
fighting to sure defeat.’ ” 

This Germans had an iron medal from Moscow and Stalingrad 
battles. I wanted to take this to America, but the captor wouldn’t 
?ive it up. “I have a big collection of these iron medals. I 
im saving them to make a spittoon.” If any American thinks 
.hat such use of the iron medals is unchivalrous he doesn’t know 
vhat the Germans have done to win them in all of this part of 
Europe where the murders of millions of women and children 
n death camps are only part of the long balance sheet all Poles 
ntcnd to avenge. 

Geimans are much worried about the coming oflen* 
ive, the Pole told me. “ They are always expecting us to 
'loss the liver, So one night we made lots of barges from straw 
tnd set them floating. The Germans sank them with a terrific 
)arrage. They didn’t know till morning that they had been 
inking straw.” 
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XI. THE ILL-FATED WARSAW RISING 

H OW the first Polish Army came into Praga and what efforts 
they made to contact the insurgents in the ill-fated Warsaw 
uprising then still in progress on the other bank, was told to 
me by Lieutenant General Korczys in army headquarters not far 

from Praga. , , 

No signposts led to the general’s headquarters, ihats Uie 

first thing you learn at the front. I hadn’t exactly expected sign- 
posts but I had assumed that the commanding general would 
be somewhere obviously central where anyone could tell the. 
way. It was a naive thought, for nobody was allowed to know the 
way to reach the general except those whose business it was to' 
know. 

Colonel Spychalsld, Mayor of Warsaw, phoned General 
Korczys and our chauffeur turned off the highway at. a certain 
place and wandered through woods and fields until we met a 
Polish officer who got into our car and directed us. Finally we 
arrived at a scattered bunch of small houses that looked like some- 
thing the cat dragged in. Near one of these houses was a fine auto, 
shoved between two sheds under a tree, and there ytc knew we 
would find the commanding general. 

The inside of the house was efficient and comfortable with 
plenty of maps, big desks and a good couch. We had a remark- 
ably good dinner. After sharing it I knew why all generals are 
well set-up, portly men. 

THE FIRST POLISH ARMY 

The First Polish army which came into Praga last Septem- 
ber and which General Korczys now commands, is not of course 
the only Polish army. The present Polish army consists of 
three elements : the First Army, organized in the Soviet Union 
which entered Poland last July a hundred thousand strong ; 
the partisans, already on Polish territory who immediately joined 
this army ; and a new mobilization carried out since then on 
Polish territory. 

The exact size and total of the Polish army is a military 
secret. It is known to have an artillery school training fifteen 
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hundred officers for artillery alone — I saw this myself in Chelm. 
' It is known to have a tank corps— I saw this in training — aviation, 
and every other branch that goes with a modern army. 

“In fact,” said General Korczys, “I have served in armies 
for thirty-two years now, and I have never seen an army better 
equipped.” 

“Are you better equipped than the Red Army?” I asked 
with surprise. 

“ Not exactly ”, admitted Korczys, “But we are equipped 
as well ns the best Red Army division.” 

The First Polish Army, while today only a part of the entire 
army, is a proud part that has seen action, It grew out of the 
first Kosciuszko Division which took part in its first battle near 
Smolensk on October 19, 1943, The divison was then ..withdrawn 
to the rear for expansion. Last July, the First Polish Army, a 
complete unit, with tanks, planes and everything, forped the river 
Bug, entered Polish territory with the Red Army, and drove the 
Germans from the Bug and Vistula — a total distance of some 
two hundred miles. They, made the first Vistula crossing at 
Pulawa, south of "Warsaw, establishing bridgeheads. Then in 
September they took part in the breaking of the German lines in 
Praga for which they were mentioned in Stalin’s Order of the- 
Day. 

General Korczys gave me the first complete account of rela- 
tions with the tragic Warsaw uprising which began August 1st 
under orders of General Bor, military representative in Poland 
for the London Polish Government. 

GENERAL BOR AVOIDS CONTACT 

“ When the uprising broke out we were forty-five miles south 
of Warsaw, while the Red Army was also ten miles to the east, 
separated by the heaviest enemy fortifications and also by the 
Vistula, The insurgents made no attempt to inform us. We 
didn’t oven know where they were, 

“ Only on September 12lh two women messengers finally 
reached us, coming by sewers and over rivers. These were not 
from Bor’s army, which from the first to the last never tried to 
contact ue. The women were messengers from Lhe People’s 
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Army (under the London Government-in-Exile) which also joined 
in the uprising, 'which sent us word from the northern part of 
the Warsaw legion, Zoliborz. The largest area held by the 
insurgents was in central Warsaw, contacting Zoliborz only by 
sewers. 

“The following night more than two hundred Red Army 
planes dropped munitions and arms to the insui gents in both 
Zoliborz and Central Warsaw. This continued theieaftei nightly 
from dark until dawn for more than two weeks, until capitula- 
tion. Thus as soon as we knew where the insurgents were, dozens 
of tons of munitions, food, rifles, automatics, even machine guns 
were dropped directly to the insurgents without parachutes, from 
planes flying only a few feet over the roof. They fell directly into 
their hands. 

“ Also we immediately dropped a radio man, with full equip- 
ment, in Zoliborz with orders to contact all insurgent forces in 
Warsaw and communicate their needs. They sent requests and 
we fulfilled them. They said to send artillery to such and such 
a spot and we sent it. They said, good, send more and wc sent 
more. 

“ But all this time they never gave us any information. We 
never knew with whom we spoke. We never knew who was 
commanding the insurgents. We never knew whether Bor him- 
self was in Warsaw until the Germans announced ho was their 
prisoner.” 

“How then did you know that the requests came from the 
insurgents and not from the enemy ? ” Tasked General Korczys, 
and he smiled. 

“ Easily. The requests reached our radio man from officers 
in the army who were in Zoliborz and who were connected with 
the centre by the' sewer route. They told us what they wanted 
hut they never told us what they were doing or intending. After they 
surrendered we lost our radio man and never heard from him 
again.” 

To my question whether any attempts were made to force 
Vistula, Korczys replied in the affirmative. 
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TRAGIC WASTE OF LIFE 

“ Tile First Polish Army seat several expeditions across the 
Vistula at heavy cost. From tho military standpoint this was 
■foolish. The conditions were incredibly bad, but we couldn’t 
leave the Poles fighting the Gormans alone. All these crossings 
■ended disastrously because General Bor’s officers avoided contact 
with us. For instance, in the Chcrninkow district, south of the 
Poniatowski bridge, we landed and connected with a hundred and 
fifty men under Colonel Radoslaw from the Home Army. They 
were hungry, without ammunition, and we gave them food and 
supplies. A couple of nights later without telling us, Radoslaw 
Withdrew his men into the centre of the city by the sewer route. 
Tliis was unimportant militarily, but showed their general attitude, 
“At several other points along the Vistula we landed and 
tried to break through to the insurgents, hut they made no attempt 
'to break through to us. In one place part of our army actually 
reached the centre of the city and joined the Home Army. We 
•never heard from them again." 

“ Could joint action have affected the outcome ? ’’ I asked. 

Ceilninly , he said, “with joint action we might at least 
ihave held areas that the insurgents had already, oven though the 
action was militarily a bad mistake. 

At the end of September wo made an agreement through 
•our ladio man at Zoliborz to evacuate all insurgents to our side 
of the river— a couple of thousand men from the Home Army 
were there. We arranged an artillery barrage, smashing the path 
to the river where the boats awaited. One hour before the cross- 
es should have started, General Bor ordered them to surrender 
to the Germans intsead of crossing to us. Only the survivors of 
•the People’s Army tried to reach us and the greater part of those 
arrived. 

/‘What waste of lifts there was in Warsaw," tho general 
•continued, pisLoIs against tanks ! The young hoys gave their 
lives and were only wasted when they might have been heating 
Germans with us." 
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XII. THE PEOPLE OF PRAGA 

B ehind the death-defying gaiety of the Polish soldiers lit 
Warsaw, lay civilian reality, incredibly grim. I gained my 
first insight into this reality in a women’s meeting in the famous 
Wedel candy factory which . before the war sold confections overt 
in Paris and had an exhibition at the World’s Fail’ in Now York., 
Most of its buildings were of course exploded by the Germans 
before retreating, but two small shops were overlooked and in 
these the director collected a couple pf hundred women and 
began making candies and cookies again. Everything was very 
primitive, making in a month what formerly was made in two 
days. There was no candy yet on sale since 1 it was all bought 
up by the government and social organizations for celebrations 
and children’s treats. 

When I arrived the factory was closing to organize the first 
trade union in the last light of day— after dark Praga goes dead. 
A simple brief meeting went on during the shelling, to which 
the women paid not the slightest heed. Then I said : ** In 

America we think war is bombardment but shelling, it seems, 
doesn’t matter in Praga. What is the worst thing the war means 
here ? ” 

I thought they would say cold or hunger for both of these 
were bad in Praga. But they answered : “The worst tiling is 
that the Germans took away our husbands and wo don’t know 
whether they are dead or slaves in Germany.” 

How many had thus lost husbands ? Some ninety per cent 
raised their hands. Then I feared lest a storm of weeping might 
shake the meeting so I changed the subject ami everyone began 
to breathe again. Eater everywhere in Praga I asked the same 
question but more tactfully — if such questions can ever bo tact- 
fully asked. And it was true that ninety per cent of the men 
from Praga were simply taken away. ' 

In the six weeks before the Germans retreated they systema- 
tically surrounded block after block in Praga, searched all houses - 
and took all able-bodied men and many women. Some were shot 
out of hand to terrorize the others but most; of them were taken 
to a concentration camp where many died from hunger while 
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awaiting shipment to Germany. Nobody now knows who is alive 
or dead. 

This is the great burden under which Praga laboured. The 
Na^is bad a deliberate purpose m destroying Warsaw's whole 
future. . In that four-fifths of Warsaw across the Vistula they 
y weie still blowing up and burning blocks of houses, driving out 
? all tho people either to death camps or as slaves. In Praga they 
had removed the basis 'of Warsaw’s great industry— the entire 
Praga working class, 

Ileioic women and old men and children were organizing 
citizens’ committees, opening schools in ruined buildings and 
sending expeditions to tho peasants to secure the winter supply 
of potatoes. But when I spoko hopefully of how life was return- 
ing to Praga, I was told “ Every factory is a heap of ruins. 
All machines and equipment have been taken, All of this might 
he rebuilt or bought again. But a skilled working class takes 
decades to reproduce and that is what the Germans destroyed.” 

THE UNDYING SPIRIT THAT IS POLAND 

While in Lublin I had met many Poles who considered that 
Waisaw couldn t serve ns a capital for possibly ten years, in 
.Praga one felt the authentic spirit of the great capital, one felt 
'it was still the spiritual centre of the nation. From the ruined 
candy factory I went to the City Hall— housed in the former 
high school— to hear the first concert staged by the;" New Warsaw 
Symphony Orchestra ”, in honour of Raymowski, Minister of 
Culture visiting from Lublin. 

Forty musicians sat on tho stage in what was the former 
; bigb school graduation hall. Four rough gray telephone poles 
'crisscrossed ubovo them which prevented the bomb-weakened walls 
from collapsing on tho stage. The musicians were middle-aged 
men or women who sat in llioir overcoats or sheepskins for it 
was ponelrntingly cold, The light was fading, for in Praga 
electricity works only occasionally. 

I I never heard Chopin's Polonaise played ns I heard it them 
| — in fact I never knew the meaning of that word before. And 
'never will I forgot how as dark came on and we couldn’t see 
tho faces any more, hut only blurred forms against the pale 
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window panes, that old Polish greeting “ sto lat, sto lat — ma 7 
you live ? a hundred years and again and agam a hundred year, 
—thundered out to Rzymowski, who for the moment, symbol.zed 

POl ‘ Only X™ards U did I know that the notes were written from 
the memory of the conductor-" There is no sheet music anywhere 
• Pn’larri I did my best but I can’t remember everything, so 
;le oftis isVobnhly my own composition." Only after, 

wards did I learn that the programme was changed five minutes 
before the concert because one of the most important instruments 

was buried in a bombed house. f t t , 

Still later I learned that the Mayor o£ Warsaw left the 
concert in the beginning. I hadn’t even missed lum m the dark. 
A. nearby house had been shelled and Mayor Spychalski went 
personally to organize and rescue the inmates buried under the 
ruins. After helping lift the ruins off the victims-it was only 
a small house and there was only one dead and four women an 
shock and one baby quite untouched-Spychalski appeared an 
hour later in a well brushed uniform at a festive party where we 

all drank at least fifty toasts. . , , 

The party was given by the Democratic Party m honour of 
Rzymowski, who is a member of that political organization. It 

was just across the street from that recently ruined dwelling, 

whose uncleared debris we stepped on as we arrived. It was held 
in tastefully appointed rooms whose walls were coveted by beauti- 
ful paintings— the home of a well-to-do Democrat who put it at 
the disposal of his party. It was the most exquisitely served 
banquet I have tasted this year. ( 

Nobody mentioned the shelled house opposite except once 
to ask Spychalski how many were saved. Nobody seemed to 
consider that our house and banquet might have been ruined by 
a slight deflection in a shell one hour before. But they toasted 
everybody in Poland and in the United Nations and gave them 
“sto lat, sto lat ” — a hundred, hundred years. 

With special warmth they toasted America and the Americans 
and Roosevelt — three different toasts. They toasted me as the 
first American who came to them. 

It was not only in Lublin that I felt the undying spirit that 
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9 Poland. But there at the free front in that battered fifth of 
VParsaw whose factories were in ruins, whose men were dead or 
slaves, whose houses fell daily under shelling, whose women and 
3 ]d men organized citizens committees to maintain order, cleared 
the streets of debris, hauled water from wells, brought in potatoes- 
from the countryside, sent their children to school — it was there 
in- that broken piece of city that I knew Poland could never die. 
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FACTS ABOUT NEW POLAND 

By 

Stefan Litauev 

L ast week 1 read in the Daily Telegraph an aiticlo by J* L* 
Garvin, in which he discussed the problems facing British. 
Russian relations. Poland figured prominently among them, 
and Garvin came to the conclusion that “ in the transformed 
Eastern Europe of today the practical choice between working 
with Russia or against her — for there is no middle way — means 
the inexorable alternative of a new Poland, or no Poland, and 
can mean nothing else.” 

Garvin is quite right — the choice was between a new. Poland 
or no Poland. But Garvin does not mention the most important 
fact, that the choice has been made, and made in favour of 
the new Poland. 

It is a pity, more, it is a tragedy that British people know 
so very little about this new Poland, that they are not aware 
of her existence, except for the defamations spread around by 
hostile agents and by those who have chosen the other alterna- 
tive — no Poland. For this new Poland definitely exists and is 
going ahead against tremendous odds. 
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I saw the new Poland shaping. I spent over four months there 
— November, December, January, February, until the middle of 
March, and my stay coincided with the most interesting period 
of transition, in which I first saw the working of an experimental 
administration, built up literally from nothing, inside the limited 
space of the so-called Lublin area. I next saw the Red Army 
liberate the whole of Poland, and the chaos which inevitably 
followed the dazzling advance of the Russians. And when I 
was about to leave I saw the new Poland rising from the abyss 
into which she was dragged by the Germans, 

There were three most urgent problems which had to he 
tackled when the liberation of Poland by the Red Army started 
and a Polish administration had been called into existence : they 
were — the creation of a Polish Army, the carrying out of 
Agrarian Reform, and the revival of the economic life of the 
country. 

Lot us discuss the Army first. The liberation of a country is 
only complete when it possesses its own armed forces ready to 
defend it. That was fully understood by the Russians, and 
no wonder, for in no other country, has an army played such 
a tremendous role in the liberation of a country from foreign 
invaders as has the Red Army in the Soviet Union. Marshal 
Stalin therefore understood that to show friendship to the Poles 
he must first of all help them to build up their own Polish 
Army, and he did help them. Today the Polish armed forces in 
Poland are 400,000 strong, and arc growing day by day. By 
the end of this year Poland will have GOO, 000 men under arms. 

The Poles who call themselves the Polish Government in 
London maintain that thcro is no Polish Army in existence in 
Poland at all — “ they are just small groups of Russians put into 
Polish uniforms,” or that “there are just a few Polish regiments 
squeezed into the Red Army and commanded by Russian 
officers ! ” Well, that is one of the great lies which the so-called 
Polish Government in London is spreading around — may he the 
greatest one. 
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POLISH ARMY' IN POLAND 

The Polish Army in Poland is today a formidable and well- 
•nipped force. Two large units of these Polish forces, the 
t Army Corps, and the 2nd Army Corps, took a prominent 
,rt in the fighting on the Eastern Front. A Polish division 
as among the first to enter Berlin. I have visited both these 
orps I have seen the 1st Army Corps three times during my 
ay in Poland, and the 2nd Army Corps once. I have met 
,e commanders, officers and men, and from my contact with 
,em I can say that they are not only a Polish Army, but that it 
an Army inspired so strongly by national feeling that it can 
jar comparison with any Poles, in Poland 01 nbioad. 

There is very often the charge raised against the Polish Army 
’ p 0 ]and that all the officers of the Army are Russians. Well, 
iat is obviously untrue, but it is true that there is a proportion 
" officers who have come from the Russian Anny, and quite a 
considerable proportion. But if it were not for these men 
horn the Red Army has released to go into the Polish Army, 
ere could not be any Polish Army at all in Poland, because 
ere are no Polish officers today in Poland who are experts in, 
nks, heavy artillery, signals, etc. 

We have today in Poland quite a large number of young 
Beers and they have been trained now in Officers’ Training 
imps, Cadet Schools, and Military Colleges, and ■ during this. 
iar, 1945, it is hoped that no less than 25,000 or 30,000 young 
dish officers will come out of these training camps, schools 
id colleges. They can be Second Lieutenants, Lioutenants, or 
en Captains, but for more specialised weapons, and as Operas 
mal commanders we, of course, need the Red Army officers 
instructors. 

X have met quite a number of these Russian officers, and I 
ly say that I really gained the best impression one could have 
>m them. They were sincere in their work, they really came to 
dand and to the Polish Army to school Polish soldiers and'. 
3re were no politics in their minds at all. As a matter' of fact*,; 
im what I know today of the Russian Army, I maintain, espe* 
illy of the officers’ corps of the Rod Army, that it does not 
ther about politics at all — politics are not in their minds, they' 



FACTS ABOUT NEW POLAND 


49 

are good patriots, and all they' wanted to do was to save their 
country. They came to Poland and the Polish Army with one 
purpose in mind— to instruct the young Polish officers and men 
to become experts in their different army units. 

But there is a much larger number of officers in the Polish 
forces who also came from the Red Army, but are Poles. We 
sometimes hear people in London denying that these latter can 
be good Poles because they have been serving in the Red Army 
for so many years. Well, I do not think this disqualifies them 
at all. 

: " POLES FROM RUSSIA 

We know that before the war a large number of Poles for 
whom, mostly for political reasons, there was no place in Poland^ 
found a home in Russia. This is to the Russian credit, but it does* 
not mean nt all that these Poles have lost their Polish national 
feeling. I have met these men, such as the Chief of Staff of the 
Polish Army, General Korczyc, who was for 27 years in the Rus- 
sian Army, one of the finest types of men and a good and patriotic 
Pole ; the Commander of the 1st Army Corps, General Poplawski„ 
another Red Army officer for 25 years, again a good and patriotic 
Pole ; the Commander of the 2nd Army Corps, General Swierc- 
zQWski — General Walter of the International Brigade during the 
Spanish Civil War and a Warsaw worker, I wish that every Pole 
wore as good a Polo as he. c > 

These Polish officers, who came from the Russian Army., 
arc today the backbone of the Polish Army, winch is being built 
up in Poland. Now one word about the Commanderdn-Chicf 
of this Army, General Zymiorski, I have known him for over 
20 years— since 1924. Ho was then the youngest General in 
the Polish Army, and Second Under-Secretary of State to the 
Minister of War when General Sikovski was the Minister. lie 
was at that time Sikorski’s right hand mun, and had won renown 
as a great organiser. This man lias organised the Polish Army 
in Poland today and really has built up a marvellously powerful' 
machine. 

The oquipmont is first-class — Russian tanka (light, medium* 
and largo), anti-tank artillery mounted on tanks, the boat heavy, 
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„ a „d all possible mechanised weapons in large numbers we» 
tended over to them by the Russians. 


agrarian reform 

Tpt us corae to the second point— Agrarian Reform. Was 
, nPPf led in Poland at all ? We occasionally hear 
Te'cmfpol" t te n London say, ‘'Well, alter all, that was 
;„r,he nmst'to'.ant thing to do in Poland. The Provisional 

' GOV ™ e pe t ople U wbo^y these things must have a very strange 
conception of democracy, beeat.se I think the real basts of dem„. 
cracy, especially in a country like Poland, is not* cl ions 
elections may be the outcome later, but the real basis » to 
raise the standard of living of the masses. That is the first thing 

to be done on the road to democracy. 

As to the position of the Polish peasantry before I he war, 
.the best criterion of tlie general standard of living is usually tlic 
inational income of the people. The approximate national income 
ner head in Poland in 1937 was £24 per annum. In Britain il 
* as four times as high at the same time-approximately £88. 
-65 per cent of the Polish population is employed in agriculture, 
hut the arable land per bead of the agricultural population was 
•only 2 acres. On 250 acres of arable land lived 126 people. 


Only one country in Europe had conditions even worse and 
that was Yugoslavia, where 133 people lived on the same space. 
But 75 in France, 71 in Germany, aiul 44 in lucky Denmark. 

The true significance of these figures is that Poland had in 
1937 an agricultural over-population of five million people, i.e., 
23 per cent of the Polish agricultural population was excessive, 
I think these figures are sufficient to prove that no Government 
that really wanted to start on the road to democracy in Poland 
could have delayed agrarian reform for a single moment. 

Agrarian reform is now being carried out, but is not yet 
complete. It affected 8,832 estates, totalling 4,242,949 hectares* 
(roughly 10y million acres), which belonged to 6,724 land-owning 


*1 hectare is equal to 2.471 acres. 
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g families and represented 21 per cent of the total agricultural 
-hareas. In other words, 6,724 land-owning families drew 21 per 
cent of the total national income' from agriculture. Of the 
4,242,949 hectares there were 1,834,771 hectares of forest, now 
^ taken over by the State. This left 2,408,178 hectares (or roughly 

fi s5x mi lon acres ) °* arable land which is being divided amongst 
jand-lmngry peasants. 

{ , f tnn : lard allocalio n is 12 * acres, but the peasant gets not 
only land ; through the medium of peasant co-operatives, which 
c nre being organised jn every community, he also becomes a co- 
jroprietor of the agricultural industry. The co-operative, more- 
jver, supplies all necessary equipment for the cultivation of the 
land, gives him the technical training, and provides the credits 
needed for capital investments such as for building houses, 
sheds for cattle, transports, etc. 

.1 . 11 . Tlie 6 MnlW ° 11 fl ores will be divided among about half a 
mllion peasant families, and taking the average peasant family in 
T oland at a minimum of five, at least 2* million peasant people 
V 1 benefit from the distribution of land which before belonged 
i( o 6,724 land-owning families. 

1 That of course, is not sufficient to cover all the needs of 
jte Polish peasants, hut more land will be divided among the 
.easants who will be settled in arable areas in those parts of 
ormer Germany which will now be Polish owned ! in East Prus* 
ia, Silesia, Pomerania, etc. Between 7 and 8 million acres are 
trable land in those districts and owned just as in Poland by a 
-ew thousand German land-owners of the notorious Junker class, 
t is intended to settle on this land at least 600,000 Polish peasant 
jmiilies, xcpiesenting a population of over 3 millions. Altogether 
y is expected that the agrarian reform will satisfy 6 million land- 
hmgry Polish peasants. 

\ 

* ' ECONOMIC REVIVAL 


Now we come lo> the third point— economic revival. When 
t,e Polish Committee of National Liberation look over control 
*f the Lublin area it had to face an extremely difficult economic 
llUati °»* ^.3B5SSrRWt!»«; W . 

. . . j,, , ■ ''O 
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■ On a territory of leas than 100,000 square kms* there were 
:' over seven million inhabitants-li million people more than 
before the war on the same territory. Most of this surplus were 
evacuees from the front and escapees from the German terror, 
tneople without homes, clothes, food or money, people who had 
.literally nothing. More than that, there was a huge Russia,, 
based on this area and preparing its advance to liberate 


more Polish territory., , n 

i On the other hand, more than five years of German occupy 
rtion had laid waste the whole country. The liberated area spe- 
cially had no minerals of any kind, no coal or means of transport,, 
/these having been either destroyed or taken away by the Germans. 
uVery few cattle were left. All essential articles for every-day 
JU se were lacking— no matches, no naphtha, no soap, salt, tea, 
i cotton and above all, no clothing and no shoes. 

The Polish authorities started their activities at the end of 
ijuly last year during the harvest. Their first charge had to 
]be the Army. To satisfy the immediate needs of the newly- 
i; formed Polish Army, the Polish authorities were forced to main- 
tain the system of collective deliveries, but linvo considerably 
lowered the quotas, part of which was set aside to form stock® 
efor the planned food rationing. Besides lowering the quotas tin 
(authorities have freed smallholdei's with farms up to 5 acres fron 
r any deliveries at all. Moreover, farmers Iiavc been permitted ti 
t sell their surplus of grain, potatoes, meat, milk, butter, eggs am 
r vegetables on the free market. In that way an equivalent wa 
v formed to compensate the farmers for their lpsscs arising fron 
delivery at the low official prices. To encourage prompt deli 
r veries of the quotas the authorities paid premiums on accurately 
5 delivered quotas. The bonus consisted of those essentia 
n articles of everyday use of which the peasants were most urgently 
in need ; in particular, sugar, salt, soap, naphtha, tobacco 
matches, nails and alcohol. Except for alcohol and sugar wind 
were Polish home produced, all other articles were obtained Iroir 
□ Russia which has rendered the new Poland tremendous materia' 


i 
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assistance. The coal which at that time was at Poland’s disposal 
Was also Russian coal. 

FOOD RATIONING 

i Having secured the most vital needs of the Army and safe- 
guarded provisions for the free markets of the towns, the autho- 
rities set to work to organise a food rationing system. For about 
two months they accumulated stocks of food and in the middle 
>f October they introduced food rationing cards in about 20 towns 
if the Lublin area. Thp basic idea of the system was to create 
in equivalent to compensate the Civil Servants and the workers 
igainst their low salaries unavoidably fixed by the State to avoid 
inflation. 

• The effect of 'the food rationing was very pronounced: it 
ias not only averted any danger of famine in the towns, but 
ias brought about a drop in prices on the free market and 
rented an essential incentive for those who volunteered to work. 
Vnd you have to bear in mind that to refuse to work was patriotic 
luring the German occupation. To bring people back to work 
ou had to impress on them not only that it would not be 
utriotic not to work, but also that work means profits and pri- 
ileges greater than those of the black market or illegal trading, 
.his became especially serious west of the Vistula when the 
ted Army liberated the whole of Poland. 

Gradually the country got to work, and industrial reconstruc- 
ion restarted. Today the number of people working in essential 
ndustrics is 400,000 which is approximately 50 per cent of the 
verage number of people employed in essential indutsry — it was 
'bout 830,000 in 1937. r lhe best example of this revival is the 
extile centre of Lodjs where, on March 1, the number of workers 
imployed was only 10,000 mid after the arrival of cotton from 
he Soviet Union which now supplies the whole of the raw 
naterinl for the Lodz industry, the figure had risen to 53,000 
iy April 1, and 75,000 by May 1. 

i The total breakdown of civilian transport resulting from 
he dazzling Russian advance and which, in February when I 
ravelled ncross Poland, wns creating a food shortage in tho big 
flies, has now been overcome. The number of freight trains 
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supplying the country’s economic needs was only 2,000 i ft 
February, but had risen to 13,500 in March and to over 20,000 
in April. 

The economic system is not a Communist one. The Polish 
provisional Government firmly retains the principle of individual 
property for the peasant— no other system would be acceptable 
to the Polish peasant. There is no question, of introducing any 
degree of collectivisation. The, peasant co-operatives, made 
necessary by the changed economic structure as a result of the 
Agrarian Reform, are to satisfy the individual needs of the farmei 
and to provide him with tools and possibly tractors in return 
for payment. As for industries, coalmines, munitions industries, 
and public utilities have been taken in charge by the State and 
will he nationalised. They were abandoned when the Germans 
retreated, and no owners exist in most cases. Private enterprise 
in other industries and in commerce continues. 

This is a short sketch of the road on which Poland U 
developing. Only when you know these facts can you form your 
judgment and understand that the Polish Provisional Government 
which today exists in Poland has the right to stay and to he 
recognised. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Q : Why is the International Red Cross not allowed to visit 
Poland ? 

A.: I think there is some misunderstanding. To my 

knowledge the International Red Cross has never approached the 
Polish Provisional Government for any suggested visit, on the 
other hand the American Red Cross has been in Poland quite 
recently. Before I left Poland I met two representatives of 
the American Red Cross, just arrived with quite a large con- 
signment of medicaments. 

Q.: Why have Polish soldiers in this country heard no news' 
whatever of their relations ? How soon do you think the Russian 
Government, will alloiv free postal communication betiveen Poland 
and this country? , 
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Ai. When theie is official (recognition, normal relations and 
postal communications will be restored. But as long as the 
Biitish Government does not recognise the Polish Provisional 
Government and does not maintain any regular communications 
with Poland, there is no means of getting or sending any letters. 
Anyhow, it seems that the Polish Provisional Government is more 
anxious to have communications established than the British : 
the other day I myself received a private cable from Warsaw, 
but I could not reply because there is still no service this end. 

Q.: Why is Stefan Litauer the only journalist who has been 
permitted to visit Poland? Who can vouch for the truth of his 
statements ? 

A.: Certainly nobody else but myself can vouch for the 
truth of the statements which I make. You have either to 
believe me or not. I am not the only journalist to have visited 

Poland, but I was the only journalist who was in Poland for 

any considerable time 4J months. I was not on a conducted tour 
but could see for myself what I wanted to see. I suppose I was 
gi anted this piivilege because I am a Pole and to some extent 
because the Polish Provisional Government took the opportunity 
if inviting me to come when the present Polish Government in 

London kicked me out. I do not think that we can blame the 

Soviet Union for the lack of information. There were other 
journalists in Poland during my stay there : a group of American, 
British and French journalists (Moscow correspondents) came to 
Poland in the beginning of January, 1945, stayed for 12 days 
ind had the opportunity of travelling around to see quite a lot 
if the Lublin area. In the middle of February there was another 
nsit by Amoiican correspondents from Moscow who saw Warsaw 
md Lodz, but, so fui, except for myself, only correspondents 
irfio are permanently in Moscow have shown sufficient interest 
o go to 1 oland. I do not know of any other case of direct 
application to the Polish Provisional Government asking for the 
Emission of "correspondents from this country direct. I cannot 
reply for tlfe Polish Provisional Government, but I feel they 
iVould probably be very happy if such an application wore made 
iy British editors to them and would welcome journalists from 
his country to Poland. 
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Polish citizens, o 6 Since 1926, when the Pilsudski 

«h« country and Uve abroad S,n 1920 Poknd thal 

regime came into Power, uAwetejna^ ^ ^ ^ Com . 

people who helonge ° | l d raerc membership of that 

munist Party ^ imprisonment Leaders of demo- 

party was equal to J p L or ,i ie Peasant Party were 
.ratio tUe Polish Peasant Party, Wncen.y 

^ had to seek refuge in Czechoslovakia and General Stkorsk, 

100 at IX *ZotZ te Z?Ze d Zconseri P Uon as Hon 

tke T Yes So far only three age groups huve been called 
A ;\ J ® th ree age groups together with the Polish volunteers 
who 'erdisted in Rusisa will make u„ 600,000 men under arms 

, before the^end ^ Polish PraMo nal Government 

taken* **f*J**g^ Government has taken n< 

measures at all simply owing to the very tragic fact that there an 
_ n TeW8 ]eft in Poland. Of U million Jews in 1 o anc 
lief ore the outbreak of war, today in the whole of Poland then 
are not more than 40,000 left, alive-a little over 1 per cent 
Over three million Polish Jews have been exterminated by tin 
- i-i rnmns bv means of gas cnambei 


iand crematoriums, 

Q.: According to Dr. Sommer stein anti-Semitism in present 
: day Poland has increased ; why does the Provisional Governmen 
not keep its word given in January promising all Jews the ngh 
. to emigrate to Palestine ? 

A.: I bad many talks with Dr. Sommerslcm who is a ver 
intelligent and brilliant Zionist leader and he never complninc 
about any growth of anti-Semitism. ! His recent comments on tli 
Warsaw -Radio* referred to the persecution of Jews by mcmbc] 
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Of the underground terrorist organisation called “NATIONAL 
.ARMED FORCES ” which formed a part of the Polish “ HOME 
ARMY ” direoted from London and owing its allegiance 
to the Polish President, Mr. Raczkiewicz, residing also 
in Londonv These notorious Polish “ NATIONAL ARMED 
FORCES ” murder Jews just as they murder Poles who loyally 
servo the Polish Provisional Government. But their criminal 
activity can in no circumstances he taken as evidence of a growth 
of anti-Semitism. Certainly the Polish Government, when the 
time comes, will not stop those Jews who' wish to do so from 
emigrating to Palestine, hut at the moment there is no possibility 
of their being allowed to enter Palestine by the British 
Government. 

Q. : Why arc so many Jews in Poland forced to give their 
cooperation to the Lublin administration and are even forced to 
assume Polish names ? Is it not because of the lack of willing 
Poles ? 

A.: In the Polish Provisional Government there is only one 
Jew— (there are 19 members of the Government) — the Minister 
of Industry, Hilary Mine, a very brilliant Polish economist from 
Warsaw. Moreover, of the 40 Un'der-Sccretnrics of State, three 
are Jews. It is absolutely untrue to say that the Lublin adminis- 
tration is stalled with Jews. There are departments with not one 
Jew employed - aueh as the Ministry for Agriculture and Agrarian 
Reform. There is no lack of Poles to stave in the Polish Pro- 
visional Government and thousands of Civil servants apply for 
jobs. As to Polish names, many Jews assumed them to hide 
their Jewish origin from the Germans with the view of surviving. 

Q. : What was the reason for the failure of the Warsaw 
uprising ? Explain the part played by General Lor, and should 
he not have been handed over as a war criminal ? 

A.t I do mil. think I can give, you the real facts about the 
Warsaw uprising because I was not there, I should have to 
roly on the facts supplied by one side or the other and not on 
my own lindings. 

' As to I ho quest ion whether General Bor should he handed 
over as a war criminal I would like to answer this in the negative. 
I think that General Bor is personally an honest man, and I am 
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even inclined to believe that he probably was very noble in his 
« intentions. I do not blame General Bor so much as the people 
■ around him, and the guilt of General Bor lies m the fact that he 
tolerated these people round him. We know ^ that it is no so 
much the Commander-in-Chief as this Chief of Staff who is the 

real organiser of any military operations. ' 

' Who was General Bor’s Chief of Staff and the virtual organiser 
of the Warsaw uprising ? This was concealed at the time because 
his name was too notorious and sinister to be made known. O 
course, everyone in Warsaw and Lublin knew, but H was never 
revealed in this country by the Polish Government in London, 
and only by chance was lus name made known recently m I he 
Times. Their diplomatic correspondent, reporting on a press 
conference in London with General Bor, revealed that present 
with General Bor was his Chief of Staff, General Pelczynski. 
This name does not mean anything to the British public, but it 
is a sinister name all over Poland. Today> General-prewar a 
Colonel— Tadeusz Pelczynski was for six years, until the outbreak 
of war and at the time of the 1939 September campaign, head of 
the notorious Second Bureau of the Polish General Staff. This 
department carried out not duly military intelligence activities 
(espionage and counter-espionage), but was also the authority 
which controlled Poland from the security point of view. Pelczyn- 
ski’s political influence was decisive and lus work consisted in 
fostering the -Pilsudski regime by applying ruthless methods 
nerainst all its opponents but specially against the Socialists and 


the Communists. ' 

If this man was Chief of Staff of General 'Bor at the time of 
the uprising X really cannot hlamc . the Russians for not wanting 
to have anything to do with an organisation in which lie played 
first fiddle. He is now in London find very nctivc in oigumsmg 
adherents of the Pilsudski regime for any mischief against Rusisa, 

Q.: Can Dr. Litauer give any information about the thousands 
of Poles who are being deported to Russia ? What is the role in 
Poland of the Russian Security Police — the N.K.V.D.? 

A,: The Russian Security Police whose task it was to 
guarantee security in the rear , of the fighting Red Army, was 
assisting the Polish authorities whose opponents were at the same 
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time the main advocates of an anti-Soviet Polish policy. The- 
underground resistance has left behind large groups of armed 
men whose terroristic mentality has become the main impulse of 
their lives. There are still quite a few thousand of them left in 
Poland ; brave but unscrupulous hiding by day and attacking 
al night ; risking their own lives as well as the lives of their 
countrymen for the sake of an imaginary political purpose, but in 
reality committing common murder, 

I could quote a long list of terrorist acts carried out by such' 
men during my stay in Poland. I shall just quote two of the 
most drastic murders committed : First, at the end of November, 
1944, neai Zamosc, a lorry transporting 12 militia men was blown 
up by a mine laid on the road at night by a group of terrorists 
and former members of the “ Homo Army.” The 12 phlitia men 
were instantly lulled. Second, end of February, 1945, an assault 
was carirod out on a militia post outside Bialystok at 4 o’clock in 
the morning, 14 militia mpn were killed in their sleep and their 
aims and ammunition carried away by the attackers who escaped. 

lliese terrorist acts have not been subdued, they are going on 
and only a few days ago the official agricultural delegate for the 
sowing campaign in the Augustov district, Woitecki, was murdered 
by terrorists who sabotaged the agrarian reform, Woitecki was 
a 1 olish aii man and a hero of the Westerplatte siege from which 
he returned disabled. 

All those terrorist activities provoke reprisals for restoring 
order, and as a result people who ore suspects are arrested and 
sometimes depoited. Hut it would he entirely wrong to construe- 
any kind of mass arrests and wholesale deportations from these 
lepiisnls. Ihc general public is m no way involved or connected 
either with the terrorist activities or with the consequences. I 
have been in Poland 4 1 months, and if there were such mass 
arrests and wholesale deportations I could not avoid seeing thorn. 

1 did see sometimes small groups of three or four people- who 
were conducted under escort ill rough the streets of Lublin or other 
towns. llut they wore very few and I havo never seen' anything 
winch would allow me to conclude that there were mass arrests 
and wholesale deportations. 
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Q. ; What are the relations between the Provisional Govern , 

ment and the^ q£ th6 Catholic Church in present-day 

Poland is the most convincing evidence that the Provisional Govern- 
lent does not intend to upset the roots of Poland’s culture and 
life The Catholic Church enjoys complete freedom and the 
fullest support of the present Polish authorities, wlnclv have 
returned to the Catholic Church all its property and buildings 
‘confiscated by the Germans. The testimony of this » given in 
the Pastoral Letter which was addressed recently by Bishop u 
Adamski, one of the most prominent dignitaries of the Cathohc 
Church in Poland. As Bishop of Polish Silesia he ordered his 
Pastoral Letter to he read in all Churches from the pulpits through 
the whole Silesian diocese. Here are the main quotations from 
-this Pastoral Letter ; 

« After four years of forced exile, the Cathohc Bishop wel- 
comes all the Clergy and the faithful of his diocese with die 
ancient greeting of the Holy Church. For six years the enemy 
has forbidden me to welcome you Jn this ancient way. I welcome 
you Polish soldiers, for whom we have been waiting for a long 
time, and seeing you today, you and your commanders, kneeling 
down together with us before God in our churches, our heart 
is full of gratitude and joy. We welcome you, the representatives 
■of the Provisional Government of Poland, we welcome you on 
this soil. Our hearts are overflowing with deep gratitude for 
our liberation. We know that we have been liberated, thanks 
4o the magnificent advance of the Polish and Soviet troops. In 
your advance you were swift, like lightning, and did not allow 
the withdrawing German armies to complete the destruction they 
intended. They intended to drive out the population, to destroy 
all the houses, fields and orchards and to leave behind them a 
■complete desert. Our hearts will always be full of gratitude for 
the liberation you brought us. 

' “The Catholic Church in Poland at present is free, The 
hostile oppression which fettered its divine activities is over. Reli- 
gious life is returning to normal. Gradually w f e shall restore every 
sphere of our religious activity. The Provisional Government, 
which already has returned to the Church the property the 
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Germans confiscated, will certainly not oppose the free and* 
unlimited reconstruction of Catholic religious life. On the con- 
trary, they support it and members of this Government them- 
selves participate in the religious services. Your hearts will be 
gladdened by the news that your children will not only go to- 
Polish schools but also with the fact that these schools will liave- 
the same measure of Catholic education as they had before. 

I he work of the Catholic Church will not only he unham- 
pered, but on the contrary, will enjoy full support and favour 
from the State and the authorities. We return, therefore, to 
normal Catholic and religious life. Our services will he held! 
once more at the usual hours and Polish hymns and Polish prayers 
will be sung freely and openly. Religious' processions will march • 
again through our streets and squares. Religious fraternities 
and associations, after a long interval, will flourish witli renewed 
strength. We are deeply grateful to the Polish Provisional Govern- 
ment, which by its activities and existence, lias secured for us 
free exercise and care for our Catholic faith, which for us Poles 
is indissolubly linked with the love of our country. We should 
never have felt completely happy as Poles had our Catholic faith 
suffered restrictions.’' 

Q.: What can Dr. Litauer say about the 1C arrested Polish 
leaders ? W ere they really invited to negotiations and ■ then ■< 
arrested by the Russians ? • 

A.: At the roots of this “mysterious” affair lies the un- 
reliability of all information supplied by the so-called Polish 
Government in London and its information services. It was the 
Polish official communique issued in London which gave the 
version that the 16 arrested Poles were “ invited ” to talks on 
political issues by the N.K.V.D, This version has been repeated: 
all through the crisis not only by the British and American Press- 
but also in official or officially inspired statements of the British; 
and American Governments. 

To everybody conversant with the Russian system this version - 
must appear ridiculous and silly. The N.K.V.D.— the Russian 
Security Police — does not “ invite ” people to political talks. It 
investigut,es cases of sabotage and terrorist activities. The sug- 
gestion that N.K.V.D. officials should be authorised' to discuss with. 



THE NEW POLAND 

<S2 

Polish political leaders their inclusion into a broadened govern- 
ment under the Yalta provision is so absurd that it is amazing 

how people can believe it. ... 

The only Rusisan person in Poland who would be authorised 
to make any such contacts is the Soviet Ambassador in Warsaw, 
Lebediev. The fact that the 16 Poles were contacted by the 
N.K.V.D. meant that from the beginning the Russian intention to 
arrest them was clear. Such trained conspirators as are the 
arrested politicians, knew perfectly well what the N.K.V.D. 
“invitation” meant. 

Moreover the 16 were not chosen at random. They repic- 
sented a coherent team, the highest level of the Polish Under- 
ground authorities who owed their allegiances to the Polish 
Government in London. They were : the London Government’s 
Delegate in Poland who had the position of a secret Deputy 
Premier, three of his assistants with ranks of secret Ministers, 
the secret Commander-in-Chief of the officially disbanded UNDER- 
GROUND HOME ARMY, and eleven politicians forming a poli- 
cal council representing the parties collaborating in that under- 
ground set. The N.K.V.D. was particularly anxious to capture 
the Commander-in-Chief of the Home Army, General Okulicki, 
who disbanded its ranks in an order of the day of January 19, 
1945, which was a veiled declaration of underground war against 
Russia and after 'which many acts of terrorism had followed. The 
fact that General Okulicki was among the 16 proves that an invi- 
tation to talks was out of question. He knew too well that a price 
Was set for his capture and was not s,o naive to walk into a trap. 

It is a fact that the Polish underground movement was 
instructed, supplied and financed from London. The Russians 
rightly suspect that this could not liave been done without the 
connivance of the British Government. It was well known that 
General Okulicki had been dropped in Poland by parachute from 
this country a year ago. It is no revelation to the N.K.V.D. 
that the secret short-wave transmitters operating from underground 
Poland supplied by the British for resisting the Germans, were 
transmitting messages to London or receiving instructions from 
London. But this was in order as long as there was an under- 
ground resistance against the Germans. Any continuation of such 



activities after the Germans ceased to occupy Poland in Januar, 
this ycai become an illegal activity and this in time of war agains 
Germany on the Eastern Front. Obviously this kind of seer 
underground activity should not hove been continued one day 
anger after the Germans had gone, because it became automa! 
colly an anti-Russian conspiracy in the rear of the Red Army 
front. Today any continuation of a London sponsored under 
ground organisation inside Poland can only be inter,, re, »d 
deliberate British attempt to undermine Russia’s position in Eastern 

Europe, and as an action inconsistent with the Brltlah-Sovict Treaty 
of Friendship and Alliance.* ty 
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Part Three 

THE MOSCOW TRIAL OF POLISH 
DIVERSION 


a N . June 18, at 11*10 hours, in the October Hall of the House 
v j t h e Unions in Moscow, in an open Court session, u 
Military Collegium of the Supreme Court of the U.S S.R be g a. 
the trial in the case of Okulicki, Jankowski, Bien, Jasiukowicv 
and others, 16 in all, accused of being organisers, leaders am 
participants in subversive underground activity in the rear of th( 
Red Army on the territory of the Western Regions of Byelorussu 
and the Ukraine, Lithuania and Poland, where they acted agaiiis 
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“ Government ” in London. . . 

All the accused were present with the. exception of Antoi 
Pajdak who, owing to illness, was unable to appear in Court 
The Court recognised as valid the reason tor his absence. 

The presiding judge was Col.*Gen. of Justice Ulrich, Chair 
man of the Military Collegium of the Supreme Court of thi 


He announced that the accusation against Okulicki and tin 
others was supported by the Chief Procurator of the Red Army 
Maj-Gen. of Justice Afanassyev, and State Councillor of JustiG 

Rudenko. , 

The accused were defended by the prominent lawyers iiiaudc 

Mihalski, Milovidov, Kaznacheyev, Markewicz, Ocep and Plovakc 
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The Court trying the case of OkuRcki and the others was 
composed of President of the Court— President of the Military 
Collegium of the Supreme Court of the U.S.S.R. Col.-Gen. . of 
Justice Ulrich; and Members of the Court— members of * the 
Military Collegium of the Supreme Court of the U.S.S.R. Maj.i 
Gen. of Justice Dmitriyev, Colonel of Justice Detistov and Reserve 
Member of the Court Colonel of Justice Syuldin. 

Accused Okuliclci requested the summoning of additional 
witnesses. The Court ruled that this question lie decided in the 
course of the Court proceedings. Then the Indictment was read, 
accusing Leopold Blazewicz Okulicki, Jan Stanislaw Josifowicz 
Jankowski, Adam Valentiewicz Bien, Stanislaw Ignatiewicz 
Jasiukowicz.’ . 

with being the organisers and leaders of the Polish under- 
ground in the rear of the Red Army on the territory of the 
Western Regions of Byelorussia, the Ukraine, in Lithuania and 
Poland ; 

with carrying out, according to the instructions pf the so- 
called Polish emigre “ Government M in London, direct subversive 
work against the Red Array and the Soviet Union ; 

with carrying out terrorist acts against officers and men of 
the Red Army ; 

with organising diversions and attacks by underground armed 
detachments ; 

with carrying on propaganda inimical to the Soviet Union 
and the Red Army ; 

defendant Okulicki being also accused of carrying out intelli- 
gence and espionage work in the roar of the Reel Army ; 

and Anton .luzofowicz Pa j dale, Knzimicrz Woiccchowicz Puzak, 
Alexander Iwztruiciowicz Awer/.inski, Kazumcrz Stanislawowicz 
Bnginski, Stanislaw l 1 rmicowic/. Mierzwa, Zbignow Francewicz 
Stypulkowski, Fwgcni Slanislawicz Czarnowski, Josif Antonowicz 
Macin.sk i, Franc Amlrejewicz Urhanski, Stanislaw Francewicz 
Mihalowflki, ICazhnierz Samutlowicz Kobylianski and Joaif Ilcn- 
richowicz Slemler-Domliski with participating in subversive work 
of the Polish underground organisations on the territory of Poland 
in thq rofir of the Roil Army, and being cognisant of non-fulfil- 
ment by the leaders of the underground of, the orders of the 
NP 6 
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Soviet Military Command concerning surrender of wireless tram- 
Liters, typographies, arms and ammumt.on, and of their use 

/vrimirml nurooses. 


THE EXAMINATION 

* FTER the reading of the indictment, the Presiding Judge 
A asked each of the accused whether he pleaded guilty of the 
rharacs brought against him. The accused Bien, Jasiukowicz, 
Jankowski, Zwerzinski, Mierzwa, Kohylianski and Slemler-Dombski 
pleaded guilty to all charges. The accused Czarnowski, Okulick, 
Puzak, Urbanski, Baginski, Hacinski and Mihalowsk, pleaded 
guilty in part. The accused Stypulkowski pleaded not gut J- 
The Court proceeded to the examination of the accuse . ® 

examination was conducted by the Chief Military Prosecutor of 
the Red Army, Maj.-Gen. of Justice Afanassyev. 


THE ACCUSED JASIUKOWICZ 

The accused Jasiukowicz was examined first. In reply to 
the Prosecutor’s question as to who sanctioned, and when was 
sanctioned, the armed struggle of the "AK” against the Red 
Army, the' accused Jasiukowicz testified that armed struggle 
against the Red Army was sanctioned by the Command of ^ the 
« Armia Krajowa,” the so-called underground “ government, in 
the spring of 1944, when the question arose that detachments ol 
the “ Armia Krajowa ” which were in the Eastern part of Poland 
might be disarmed by the Soviet forces. 

Immediately, these detachments were instructed not to lay 
down arms but to fight their way to the West. Jasiukowicz testi- 
fied that he received information on this subject in conformity 
with instructions from London, sent to Poland by General Bor 
KomaroWski. 

Prosecutor : When did the necessity of disbanding the 
“ Armia Krajowa ” arise ? 

Jasiukowicz ; In December, 1944, 

Prosecutor : In connection with the demands of the Sovici 
Military Command ? 
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Jasiukowicz : No, in connection with instructions from 
London. 

Jasiukowicz then testified that Okulicki informed them about 
instructions received from London which demanded that the“Armia 
Krajowa ” should he formally dissolved, but that a new strictly 
conspiratorial military-political organisation should be created 
on its basis, for which purpose they were to preserve the H.Q., 
arms, transport and ammunition of the “ Armia Krajowa.” 

Prosecutor : What for ? 

Jasiukowicz : For struggle against the Soviet Union, 
against the Red Army. 

According to the accused Jasiukowicz’s testimony, at a meet- 
ing of the Polish “ government ” early in January, 1945, General 
Okulicki stated that he intended to create a new underground 
organisation. In principle the underground “ government ” 
agreed to the creation of a political leading centre. Political 
leadership was in the hands of Jankowski. 

The underground organisation “ Niepodleglosc ” (“ NIE”), 
Jasiukowicz said, was to exercise political and critical “ super- 
vision, as the accused put it, over the new Government which 
was to be formed on the basis of the decisions of the Crimea 
Conference, and counteract the latter in pursuing a policy .unde- 
sirable to the underground. 

The accused further stated that at that time he did not know 
anything about active subversive work of “ NIE ” against the Red 
Army. 

Prosecutor : And yet were you interested to know what the 
“Armia Krajowa” was doing, being illegal and hiding in the 
Woods with arms ? 

Jasiukowicz : At first I was certain that it was really being 
disbanded. 

Prosecutor : Where and when was it decided to deceive the 
Soviet Military Command by a statement about disbandment of 
the “ Armia Krajowa ” ? 

Jasiukowicz j This was an official decision of the London 
Polish Government. 

The accused Jasiukowicz admitted, as he had done at the 
preliminary, investigation, that the information of the Polish under- 
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ground was slanderous and tendentious Tito Prosecutor quoted 
L of the slanderous radiograms sent by Jas.ukow.cz fr?m Cra. 
cow to London on January 27, 1945, and asked : For what pur- 

nose was this done ? 

P Jasiukowicz : So that the London Polish government 
. HvUteli flnvernment — — * y ' n 




tion in Poland. 

Prosecutor : Why was it necessary- : 

Jasiukowicz : We believed that the intervention of the Bri- 
tish Government in Polish affairs required an impetus. Our 
slanderous information which we supplied to the London Polish 
“ government ” served as such an impetus. 

Further the accused confirmed that on coming from Cracow 
he handed over to Jankowski copies of radiograms which he had 
sent to London. According to Jasiukowicz, Jankowski accepted 
copies of these reports but did not express his opinion concerning 

them. , , . . 

. Jasiukowicz pleaded fully guilty of having been one of the 

leaders of the Polish underground in the rear of the Red Army, 
but he denied that the organisation “ NIE ” was created for the 
purpose of preparing military action in a bloc with Germany 
against the Soviet Union. However, in reply to the Prosecutor’s 
further question, Jasiukowicz had to admit that the organisation 
“NIE” was formed for a diversionist and terrorist fight against 
the Red Army, and that lie knew from Okulicki that the “ NIE ” 
organisation had set itself the aim of establishing connections 
with Germany for struggle against the Red Army. 

Replying to a question whether Okulicki was closely connected 
with the underground “government,” Jasiukowicz testified that. 
Okulicki appeared in Poland in 1944 and, at the end of the 
same year, took up a leading position. Ho took part in meetings 
of the underground ** government ” ds Commandcr-in-Chief of the 


“Armia ICrajowa”. ... V I 

Further, the accused gave’ evidence about his conversation 
with “ Bor ’’-Komarowski concerning the latter’s negotiations 
with S. S. Obergruppenfuehrer von den Bach during the German 
occupation. Von" den Bach received tho first delegation sent by 
“ Bor ’’-Komarowski to negotiate tho surrender, and' said that 
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the common enemy of Germany and Poland was the Soviet Union 
Jasiukowicz then went on to give evidence concerning the 
relations between the underground “ government ” and the “Rada 
fcdnosci Narodowoi.” The “government” was accountable to it. 
fankowski, as chief delegate of the London Polish “government,” 
ielivcrcd reports at meetings of the “Rada,” and informed.it 
)f the most important instructions sent from London by the Polish 
iraigrc “ government.” 

^ The accused Jasiukowicz testified that he learned of his ap- 
pointment as a Minister of the underground “ government ” f^om 
i radiogram leceivetl from the London “government.” 

“I win express my final conviction ” said Jasiukowicz, “at 
vlncli I began to arrive before the arrest and at which I have 
inally arrived now in detention, when I have had the opportunity 
0 “ ,nk imd stud y certain documents, namely that the policy 
diich wc pursued until recently in regard to the U.S.S.R. was 
rroncous, that members of the underground Polish government 
dor the wrong path and in some respects a criminal path. I 
elieve that everything must he done to abandon this wrong path 
s quickly as possible and to achieve Poland’s participation in 
ic life of renovated Europe ns early as possible.” . : , 


THE ACCUSED BIEN 

Next to be examined was the accused Bien, Vice-President of 
ic underground “ Council of Ministers.” After confirming his 
jstimony «t the preliminary investigation, Bien testified that 
m Annin Krnjowa,” was directly subordinated to the London 
migm government,” and that the now underground organisa- 
on “NIE” was created by “ Bor ’’-Komarowski as far' back as 
nly, 1944, In February, 1945, tlio underground Polish “ gov- 
rmrient” took note of Okulicki’s staloment that. “NIE” existed, 
reserved the “ AIC ” H.Q. and arms and maintained radio com’ 
innication with the London “ government. ” 

The pnrposo of llie organisation of “NIE” was struggle 
gainst the U.S.b.R. “I admit,” the accused Bien said, “that 
? a Minister of the underground Polish ‘ government * I boar 
ill moral and political responsibility for all the activities of 
ml government.” 
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The Prosecutor reminded the accused of his testimony of 
May 12 : that the “ Armia Krajowa ” acted on the territory of 
Poland upon directives of the Polish “ government ” in London, 
with which the Commanders “ Bor ’’-Komarowski and, later, 
£)kulicki maintained radio communication over their wireless 
transmitters. 

“I know that the Command of the ‘Armia Krajowa* con* 
ducted political and terrorist activities.” 

Secret courts which existed in connection with the “Armia 
Krajowa” passed death sentences, and, under the guise of 
struggle against alleged traitors, took reprisals against Polish 
patriots. Bien admitted that ho knew that the underground 
organisation widely used the method of political assassinations. 

Dealing with the uprising in Warsaw, Bien declared that this 
uprising was described in “ Stronnictwo Ludowe ” political 
circles as a political gamble. The accused confirmed that after 
the suppression of the Warsaw uprising by the Germans, when. 
“ Bor ”-Komarowski surrendered, his successor Okulickh began 
to organise subversive work in the Red Army’s rear. 

In reply to a question of Counsel for the Defence Braude as 
to the accused Bien’s present estimation of the activities of the 
underground “ government ” in which he participated, the actfusecl 
Bien stated that he believed it to he a mistake that mcmbors of 
the underground Polish “ government ” followed the instructions 
of Arciszewski’s “government” and remained underground to 
fight against the Red Army. 

. THE ACCUSED JANKOWSKI 

The Court proceeded to the examination of the President of 
the underground “ Council of Ministers,” Jankowski, who cpn- 
firmed in the main the charges against him. The accused took 
an active part in negotiations with the German General von den 
Bach, during which it was suggested that Poland together with 
Germany should come out against the U.S.S.R, 

Prosecutor : While admitting your criminal activities in 
accordance with the charges preferred against you, toll the Court 
on whose instructions you conducted these activities. 
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Jankowski : Chiefly on the instructions of the London 
emigre “government.” 

Replying to the Prosecutor’s further questions, Jankowski 
.spoke of his relations with the “ Armia Krajowa ” admitting that 
.Ins instructions to the command of this army concerning general 
' policy were binding. Jankowski asserted that in other respects 
the “Armia Krajowa” was directly subordinated to the 
1 Commandor-in-Chief in London. 

In reply to a question of the Presiding Judge as to tho disposal 
<of the arms of the “AK” units which took part in the Warsaw 
gamble, the accused suid that all arms were surrendered to the 
IGermans in accordance with the capitulation agreement. 
t The examination of the accused Jankowski closed the morning 
passion of the Court. At the evening session the Court examined 
(the witnesses Herman, Janson, Kuzminski, Sweczkowski 
CKlewenhagen), Grolinska and Stankiewicz. The witnesses’ 
Vestimony convicts the organisers, leaders and participants in 
f.lie Polish underground of having conducted subversive work in 
the Red Army rear, and of having committed terrorist and 
hversionary acts against the Red Army. The witnesses’ testi- 
mony also confirms that the leaders of the underground sabotaged 
he orders of tho Soviet Military Command concerning surrender 
>f radio stations, print-shops, arms and ammunition, and preserved 
Jhom for an armed fight against the Red Army, 
f A recess was announced until II o.m., June 19. 

0 THE WITNESS HERMAN 

fi At the evening session on June 18 the Court commenced 
nterrogation of witnesses. The first to givo evidence was Herman, 
dujor of the Polish Army and Professor of Lvov Polytechnical 
nd Veterinary Institute. 

Giving evidence in tho case of Okulicki and tho others, 
"T omrnn said that since February, 1943, he had been Commandant! 
*”e., Commander of tho Stanislaw Military District of the “AK,” 
% tho moment of the liberation of Lvov by the Red Army lie 
Was in tli o town of Stryj, which was in the Stanislaw District 
f tho *AK”. 

In Juno, 1944, said witness Herman, he participated in the 
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coiuei«nce convened by the Commandant of the Lvov District 
of the “ AK ” General Fillipowski, which took place at a seciet 
rendezvous in. the Lvov District of the “ AK ” in Konoplicki 
Street Lvov. At this conference General Fillipowski expounded 
,’u „f the “AK” in the event of the Red Army reaching 
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“ AK. ” had to sham active struggle against the Germans, in 
order subsequently, after the Red Army’s arrival and during 
possible negotiations with the Soviet Military Conunund, to uct 
as master of the situation in the district and to pose as a military 
force which waged active struggle against the German troops. 
Fillipowski also gave an order to avoid losses if possible, to 
preserve man-power, arms and underground equipment. 

To the Prosecutor’s question on what considerations hud 
Fillipowski given such instructions, the witness Herman said that 
cadres, arms and equipment were preserved for preparing an 
armed uprising or war against the Soviet Union. 

Prosecutor : Who laid down such a policy ? 

Herman : This was the general policy of the Chief Com- 1 
raand of the “ AK ” which General Fillipowski conveyed to us at 


the conference. ' # 

Prosecutor : Did you receive an order about disbandment 

of the “ Armia Krajowa ” ? 

Herman : The order was issued by General Fillipowski 

towards the end of July or in early August, 1944. At llic time I 
was not in Lvov, and I personally did not receive this order, but 
learned of it somewhat luter, from Lt.-Col. J an son, General 
Fillipowski’s successor as District Commandant. Jnnson told me 
that a new underground organisation “ NIE ” would he set up 
instead of the “AK,” its task being the organisation of on armed 
uprising in the Red Army’s rear. 

Prosecutor ; Was this Janson’s policy V 
Herman : No, Janson showed me the statutes of the new 
organisation “NIE,” which he had already received in Warsaw 
in May, 1944, during the visit of tho Chief Command of the 
“ Armia Krajowa.” 

Herman added that, in conformity with tho. statutes of j 
** NIE ” this organisation was to engage in organisational work 
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for the creation of cadres for the future insurgent army, to pene- 
trate all sections of the Soviet organs in the Stainslaw District. 

'Prosecutor : Did you conduct subversive work?, , 

Herman : Yes, I did. It was required, by the statutes of 
“ NIE,” The subversive and terrorist work was aimed against 
members of the Military Command of the Red Army t Soviet 
lenders and, in general, against persons especially dangerous to 
ithe !■* AK.” On Jans on’s instructions we had to disguise carefully 
diversionist and terrorist activities, to avoid exposure, to'make it 
appear that on certain occasions assassinations were committed 
mot l)y members of the “ AK ” but by other anti-Soviet non- 
Polish organisations, for instance ** OUN.” 

Replying to the Prosecutor’s question, Herman gave specific 
instances of terror. Thus, in January, 1945, in the town of Stryj, 
the Commandant of the Stryj Inspectorate of the “ AK ” 
organised the assassination of two Soviet officers. As revealed by 
.Herman’s subsequent testimony, on territory of the Stanislaw 
Military District of the “ AK,” which included the Stanislaw. 
and Drohobycc Regions, there were some 3,000 members of the 
“AK” who possessed arms und ammunition. The diveraionists 
prepared to blow up a bridge across the Dniester and planned to 
•commit 'more diversionary acts oil the railways. Herman testified 
that members of the 41 AK ” circulated leaflets urging the Ukraine 
population to struggle against the Soviet Union and to commit 
(terrorist acts against the lenders of the Communist Party and 
.the Soviet Government. . 1 

Presiding Judge. ; In December, 1944, as you previously 
testified, you received special instructions concerning intensifica- 
tion of the terrorist activities of your organisation ? 

Herman : Yes, I did. 

Presiding Judge : Prom whom ? 

Herman : From Jansen, Cminiumder of the Lvov District of 
Iho “ AK.” Those instructions authorised the Commandants of 
Districts, arcus and inspectorates to pass decisions concerning 
terrorist and diversionary acts. 

Replying to questions put by members of the Court, Herman 
Atutcd ;that during Iho German occupation of Poland members 
of the “ AK,” including Herman himself, conducted negotiations 
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t t . t |ir> military command of Germany’s ally,. 

it u repc-. ; c m “ taa y nd aske d the - to assign 

» — “intelligence in tho Red We tear in 

HUn pRraDiNC C IuDCE : Thus the situation can be summed up as 
Presiding a p 0 ii 9 h underground military 

follows : In ' e r * gome * 3 000 members functioned on the 
J^Ttha^uUta* and Dtohobyce Regions of the Ukrainian 
Republic? 

Presiding Jtoge : This organisation set itself the task of 
preparing an armed uprising against the Red Army . ... 

Hfrman m . Yes, it did. * ( 

Presiding Judge : And was your organisation connected 

with the superior organisations ? , , 

Herman * Yes, it was. My organisation was subordinated 

to the Commandant of the Lvov District Janson, and the latter 
was subordinated to the Chief Command of the AK which 

WaS Presiding' Judge : And to whom was subordinated the Chief 

Command of the “ AK ” in Warsaw ? ’ . 

Herman : To the Polish emigre “government m London. 


' THE WITNESS JANSON 

The Court then . proceeded to the interrogation of witncss- 
Janson, who served in the Polish Army from 1929 in the rank 
of Major and then as Colonel. Lately lie was Commandant of 

the Lvov District of the' “AK. ^ .. 

Janson stated that in May or June, 1944, he visited the Chief 
Command of the “AK” in Warsaw, from whom he received oral 
directives and written statutes of the organisation “ NIK” 

Prosecutor : Whom did you meet in Warsaw ? 

Janson : On the first day I met the Commander-in-Cliiof of 
the “AK,” General “ Bor "-Komarowski, his Deputy known as 
“ Ned'/wjadck ” or, as I have learnt here Mr. Okulicki, and tho 
Chief of Staff of the “AK,” Pedczinski. 

Prosecutor : Tell tho Court specifically —what tasks faced 
the “ NIE ” organisation ? 
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Janson : Those tasks were as follows : to preserve the H.Q.. 
and their departments, to preserve and train cadres so that in« 
case of necessity they could start an uprising. 

Prosecutor : Thus the final aim was organisation of am 
armed uprising ? 

Janson : Yes, an armed uprising. 

Prosecutor : Against whom ? 

Janson : An armed uprising against the Soviet Union. 

Prosecutor : Did you receive directives concerning organisa- 
tion of armed combat detachments ? 

Janson : There was such a directive : it was necessary to 
have independent combat detachments and liquidation groups to 
commit terrorist acts against the enemies of the “ AK,” represen- 
tatives of the Soviet Military Command. 

Then Janson testified that the order on disbandment of the 
” AK ” was issued formally, whereas in reality the ** AK ” went' 
into hiding, preserving its H.Q., arms and ammunition. Members 
of the “AK,” acting in secrecy, conducted intelligence and sent 
espionage information to the Chief Command of the “AK.” 

Answering the Prosecutor’s question, Janson stated that the 
Commander of the “ AIC ” who replaced “ Bor ”-Komarowski 
was “ Nedzwjadek ” (Okulicki). 

Prosecutor : Did you address information to him personally t 

Janson : This information could not fall in anyone’s hand* 
and escape “ Nedzwjadek.” 

Janson udded that he had sent a trusted person to London to- 
report to the War Ministry of the Polish emigre “government” 
on the situation in the Lvov District, 

Janspn’s testimony reveals that the whole subversive work 
against the lied Army was financed by the Chief Command of 
the “ AK.” 

During the interrogation of witness Janson he was brought 
iaCe tp face with the previously examined witness Herman. 
As a result of the confrontation of witnesses, it was .ascertained 
that members of the “AK,” guided by directives of the Chief 
Command of the “AK,” regarded war between Poland and the 
U.S.S.R. as inevitable. Witness Herman stated that when Janson 
and he met and discussed the future war between Poland and 



the NEW POLAND 

Ihe W.S.S.R., they mentioned Germany as a possible ally of Poland 

ih ‘XoSoaTaTdressing Herman) : Did Janson tell you from 

ILTotimTltohrimd received thorn from the 
Chief Command of the “ AK. 

' THE WITNESS KUZMIN SKI 

rpi Cnnrt then proceeded to interrogate the witness Kuv, 
) C , P his evidence in the Polish language. Replying 
‘the’ prosecutor’s question, Kuzminski testified that he joined 
« av’> * 1043 at first as Commandant of an area and latei 

aT inspector 'of^he Stryj Inspectorate, and had 1,200 men under 

Wm p 3 it 0 osE O cuTOR n ! b Wlfat a wero your orders and directives, and 
whafwas the substance of your subversive work m the Red 

Arm »L: The first thing was to transfer the “ AK ” 

underground, then, to conceal and hide arms and, besides, to 
form -armed detachments and terrorist groups. 

Prosecutor : For wlmt purpose ? 

Kuzminski : To come out at an opportune moment against 
Jhe Red Army. 

Prosecutor : Was intelligence work planned f 
Kuzminski : Intelligence work was conducted, too. 

, The Prosecutor then asked Kuzminski wluit acts of diversion 
were committed by the people at his disposal. 

Kuzminski: They actually had no time to develop then 
activities, except for the assassination of two Red Army officer! 
in the town of Stryj, which was committed at tho closo of Dcccnv 

her, 1944, or early in January, 1945. 

Kuzminski’s subsequent testimony revealed that ho had nlsc 
engaged in espionage : from September, 1944, till- January, >1945 
Kuzminski regularly supplied the Commandant of the Stanislav 
“AK” District, Herman, with information as to the location o! 
Red Army troops, their strength and armaments, and the worl 
-nf militfirv Commissariats. 
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y . TIIE WITNESS SWIECZKOWSKI 

t ’Then the ■witness Swieczkowski faced the Court. Ho stated 
iluit his real name was Klewenlmwen. Swieczkowski said that 
ie had served in the Polish Army as an airman with the rank of 
junior Lieutenant. Swieczkowski testified that his immediate 
mperior was a Major known as “Riszar,” who headed the 
intelligence service in the eastern part of Poland. Subsequently, 
Swieczkowski was connected with an officer of the intelligence 
service of the “ A1C ” known as “ Boleslaw for whom he syste- 
matically gathered intelligence about the Red Army through his 
chain of 20 or 30 informers. 

’ Phosixutou : Did you receive remuneration for your work ? 

• Swieczkowski : I did. 

THE WITNESS GROLINSKA 

The Court proceeded to the interrogation of witness Grolinska-, 
who testified that she lmd been a member of the “Armia 
Krnjowu ” from the spring of 1942 as a wireless operator working 
at radio station No. 36. 

Grolinska testified that after the liberation of Lvov by Soviet 
troops she worked at radio station No. 36 and regularly main- 
tained two-way radio communication with the Polish emigre 
14 government ** in London. Grolinska had five secret rendezvous 
equipped with wireless transmitters through which she trans- 
mitted 20 radiograms to London, to radio stations Nos. 35 and 
94, and received 13 radiograms from London, 

Further, Grolinska testified that in September, 1944, she 
was arrested, together with a number of other members of the 
“ AK,” by the Soviet military authorities, and set free after she 
had promised to cease subversive work. Grolinska admitted that 
she failed to keep her promise and resumed her subversive work 
in the “ AK ” against the lied Army, She stated that for her 
work she received monthly 2,500 roubles from the " AIC.” ' 

THE WITNESS STANKIEWICZ 

The next witness to be interrogated was Stankicwicz. 
Stankiewicz, known as “Komar,” Commander of an armed “AK” 
detachment, testified that ho had formed his detachment, number* 
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- hundred armed members of the “ AK,” on the instructions 

mg onelrundred a ^ ^ ^ „„ th# totM * 

“ or written orders, he committed terrorist acts in the rear oi 

1,1,6 AntwntoB the Prosecutor’s ciuestion, Stankiewicz stated that 
; J Mm’or “Krys” he organised the assassination 
JK*. Soleahnia Rurol Soviet Vassily, 
and his wife and daughter, of the President of the Bolshaya 
Soleshnia Rural ’ Soviet, Novak, and Secretary hoik. 

Stankiewicz also testified that on January r 6, 1945, ill Puam 
Rudinska, his detachment attacked a group of Soviet servicemen, 

killing 50 Red Army men and officers. 

Further testimony of Stankiewicz revealed that in the Village 
.of Boczi his detachment shot seven Soviet servicemen and 
.assassinated the Secretary of the Rural Soviet in the village of 

^PrMe’cutoii : You committed all these things and terrorist 
acts without orders, on your own initiative ? 

Stankiewicz : No, I did everything on orders from my 

•superiors, from the Commander of the northern group of detach- 

.ments of the Vilnius area of the “ AK.” 

Prosecutor : Does this mean that all the terrorist activity 

•was directed by orders from the AK area i 
Stankiewicz : Yes. 

Prosecutor : Consequently these were not unauthorised acts 
liy your detachment ? 

Stankiewicz: No, these were actions of the " Armia 

Krajowa.” ... 

The evening session ended with the interrogation of "Witness 


THE WITNESS DZIALYNSKI 

At the morning session on June 19 the Court contiriued 
interrogation of witnesses, who gave specific facts of diversionist 
and terrorist activity by the “ Armia Krajowa ” do tach ments, 
which acted on direct assignments of the London Polish “ govern- 
ment” and of the Chief Command of the “Armia Kxajowd” iri 
Warsaw. 



Agents of the Polish emigre “ government ” and of the Polish 
•underground “government” in the Red Army’s rear, published 
proyocntional handbills in which they incited the population 
.against tlte Red Army and Soviet officials, 

Witness Stanislaw Dzialynski (alias Dziarmaga), Cowman- 
dant of the 2nd Area of the “AK” in Vilnius, who was simul- 
taneohsly in charge of the department of propaganda and informa- 
tion under the delegate of Rzondu, of the Vilnius area, stated : 

“ In our work we were at first guided by the instructions of 
the Rzondu delegate, and during the last period by instructions 
received directly from the Polish underground ' government ’ in 
Warsaw. We were advised to sham a good and friendly attitude 
towards the Soviet troops while in reality organising hostile acts. 
Such instructions also emanated from the ‘Rada Jednosci 
Narodowoi 

“ We were in permanent contact,” the witness said, “ with the 
Rzondu dclegato in Vilnius.” 

Prosecutor (addressing the accused Jankowski) : Who was 
the Rzondu delegate in Vilnius ? 

Jankowski : Fedorowicz, 

Further, by cross-examining Jankowski and another of the 
accused Ministers of the underground " government,” Jasiukowicz, 
the^ Prosecutor established that this “ government ” continuously 
maintained communication with its representatives in the provinces. 

The witness Dzialynski stated in conclusion : “ In conducting 
subversive work in the Red Army’s rear we were executing the 
orders of the Polish lemigre ‘government’ in London and of the 
underground ‘ government * in Warsaw.” 

TUB WITNESSES EOTAItlEWICZ, KOLENDO, URBANOWICZ, 
NIEWEROWSKI 

Aftei Dzialynski, the Court interrogated the participants in 
diversionary and terrorist acts Lotariewicz, Kolendo, Urbanowicz 
and Niewcrowski, summoned as witnesses in the case. Being 
members of the “ Armia Krajowa,” they acted, arms in band, 
on roar communications of the Red Army, which at tlmt time 
Was heroically fighting the Germans. 

Before starling his terrorist career in the Red Army’s rear, 
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„t a Soviet Ctlie m detochmon“ On another 

occasion Zy stalked, ambushed and killed four Soviet official, 

and seriously wounded a fifth. » „ witneS9 Kolendo 

« Before enlisting m the Arana Kiajowa, w “ 

testified, “I worked as a salesman m a at R ~ of 

Mav 1944, 1 was handed a summons to repoil at thc ot 

-in * AK ’ element stationed in a neighbouring vi ag . . 

Itmone said that failure to report would be 

I renorted to the H.Q. and was sent to a school which rained 
IZZ™ in tho Red Army’s rear. For 20 days wewerotaugln 
methods of mining and blowing up tho railway track, toads and 

hnd pKOSF.cujTon : Wlint were you supposed to do ? • 

Kolendo : Our programme included organisms oxploston, 
and wrecking trains in the Red Army rear. I *“■* l >n, t In °"' 
such act. That was on the night of September 17, to 18, IMi, 
The date was fixed by special order. 

Prosecutor : Why that date ? 

Kolenoo : That was a kind of dcmonstrat.on of pvol^ 
against tho Red Army’s entry on that doto in 1939 into th« 
territory of Poland, 

On the Prosecutor’s request the Court made public a secie 
order to the Polish underground, contained in the Court files, to 
organise on September 17 explosions of mihtary trains and true a, 
sabotage acts on the railways, and tlio firing of stores in tho 

Red Prosecutor : Did this harm the Red Army, winch was 

fightmg^tlm^ G ; ^ , t liarraed tho caus0 0 f the United Nations. 

• Witness Urbanowicz, interrogated after Kolendo, bclonge 
to one of “ Ragner’s ” detachments which committed mixnerouB 
terrorist and diversionary acts against the Red Army, plundered 
the local population, engaged in arson, etc. ' V , 

Prosecutor: What did your detachment do during the 

Gorman occupation ? 
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Urbanowicz: We fought against the Soviet partisans who 
at that time were repulsing the onslaught of German , troops* 
On one occasion gendarmes of “ Ragner’s ” detachment arrested 
12 or 15 persons suspected of connections with the Soviet partisans. 
The day following their arrest they were all shot. When the 
Germans were thrown back by the Red Army, “ Ragner’s ” 
detachment started subversive work in the rear of the Soviet 
tioops. This was accompanied by plunder of the local population. 

On November 27, 1944, while staying in a certain village, we 
learned that a Red Army lieutenant had put up there for the 
night. We took him in bed, brought him to our H.Q, and shot 
him there” said Urbanowicz, 

Early ™ November, 1944,” Urbanowicz. testified further, “ a 
Soviet citizen whom I did not know was brought to 
‘Ragner’s’ H.Q. ‘ I myself saw him shot near the H.Q. 
by a platoon commander known as * Djowica.’ I also know 
about the hanging by our detachment of another Soviet civilian. 
In November, 1944, an * AK ’ squad under ‘Browko * and headed 
by platoon commander Kjewica ’ made a foraging sortie to a 
village, during which a Soviet civilian was seized and hanged, 
logether with two ‘AK’ men I guarded to the execution .site.” 

Thus, the Prosecutor summed up, “ during the German 
occupation your detachment fought together with the Germans 
against Soviet troops, and when the Red Army came, the detach- 
ment conducted subversive work hi its rear and murdered Soviet 
civilians?” 

“ Yes,” Urbanowicz admitted. , 

I he Court proceeded to interrogation of witness Niewerowski. 
The “AK” detachment to which he belonged was commanded 
by Witold Gladkin. 

Prosecutor : Did you kill the Soviet partisan Kostiushin ? 

Niewerowski : Yes. He was seized in a village. I killed 
him with two bullets through the head. Kostiushin’s body was 
buried right there, on the spot. 

In another instance, the detachment to which Niewerowski 
belonged shot a certain Urbanowicz, resident in the village of 
Kotlowa in September, 1944. . 

Prosecutor : Was he also a Soviet citizen ? 

NP 6 
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Niewerowski: Yes. . 

Prosecutor : From whom did your detachment taKO 

Niewerowski : From the underground Polish “ government. 

This ended the interrogation of witnesses. 

. the accused okulicki 

The Court proceeded to the interrogation of the accused 
Okulicki. The accused confirmed his testimony given at ie 
preliminary interrogation concerning subversive activities in 
organisation “ NIE ” for armed struggle against the Rod Army, 
.and also that he, Okulicki, together with the underground 
“ Council of Ministers,” conducted propaganda hostile to tue 

USSR 4,K * 

The Presiding Judge read the following excerpt from 

Okulicki’s testimony : _ , 

“I also do not deny the fact that subversive work in me 
rear of the Red Army in the field was directed to tho dotriment 
of the struggle of the United Nations against Hitlcrito Germany, 

Presiding Judge : Is it true ? 

Okulicki : Yes, it is, '• 

Further, Okulicki testified in what circumstances and lor 'whnt 
purpose he arrived in Poland. lie stated to the Court that on 
May 25, 1944, he was dropped by parachute from a British 
Liberator plane over the territory of Poland, Okulicki was 
brought from Italy, where before this he had commanded the 
7th Infantry Division of General Anders’ troops. 

Okulicki arrived in Poland as Assistant Commander of the 
“Arinia Krajowa,” of General “Bor ”-Komarowski. 

Prosecutor : When and by whom were you appointed to this 
post ? 

Okulicki ! I was appointed by General Sosnkowski in March, 
1944, in London, 

Prosecutor : Were you called to London ? 

Okulicki : I was summoned to London by Gcnoral Soankov,'- 
ski. 

The accused testified that on October 1, 1944, allot* 4 ‘ Bor ”♦ 
Komarowski had decided to surrender to the Germans, lie appoint- 
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A Okulicki as his successor to the command of the “Arnaia 
Twajowa.” 

Prosecutor : What kind of instructions were given to you 
Jfore you went to Poland ? 

Okulicki : Before I went to Poland General Sosnkowski 
me ^ iat an °ff ens ive operation of the Red Army might result 
^ ie rou * ; the German army and seizure by the Red Army of 
entire territory of Poland, that this would threaten Poland’s 
, .|d e Pendence and that proper measures should be taken against 

Sosnkowski then instructed Okulicki to create an underground, 
^gentially conspiratorial, military organisation. 

On arrival in Poland Okulicki informed “ Bor ’’-Komarowski 
the directive he had received from the Polish emigre tf govern- 
London. “ Bor ’’-Komarowski stated that he had had 
? |tpilar instructions and that a new underground organisation 
* filled “ NIE ” was being formed. : •••>'. 


Several days before the Warsaw uprising, Okulicki was 
appointed leader of the underground organisation <f NLE.” 

The accused confirms that the organisation he headed subse- 
t uently also acted on the directives of the Polish emigre 
f government.” ? . • • . 


The Prosecutor, reminding accused Okulicki that in the period 
y.jien he was commander of the “ Armia Krajowa ” his subordi- 
nates committed assassinations of the Soviet servicemen, asked : 
j^yfio answers for these assassinations ? 

! Okulicki t I do. 


Okulicki admitted that the terror against Soviet servicemen 
i^as conducted on an especially wide scale in the western Regions 
,f Byelorussia, the Ukraine and the Lithuanian Republic. 
)Itulicki knew of this from a report of Colonel Pildorf, head of 
Ke diversion department of the staff of the Chief Command of 
lie “Armia Krajowa.” Fildorf reported on instructions he gave 
o ■ leaders of underground organisations in these districts : 

1. To create in the military areas armed detachments of 50 
o 60 men ; 

2. To hide arms and ammunition ; 

3. To apply arms for self-defence, meaning offering armed 



. t i.„ Soviet authorities in the event o£ exposure of 
resistance 4| „ flnd for committing terrorist acta against 

the organise 10 g . military authorities on the territory 

ySTSSS as Vi Tsagainst omco., and men of the Red 

Al “okulicl(i admitted that he did not annul these instruction,, 
but explained that this was allegedly duuto lack of eommuntea. 

. „ *xi. Hip Eastern areas of the “Armia Krajowa. Ho 

“s" S admitted that in December 1M4 ho loomed of Fildmf. 
d Live to conduct terror, but alleges that cases of terror were 
tolated ones. Okulicki stated that his orders spoke of the 

necessity osked okulicki to decipher wlrnt " self, 

defence” meant in his language. Okulicki defined more prccisel, 
that, this meant “to destroy the enemies of the Aimia 

Kiai The’Prosecutor recalled to the accused that at his interrogation 
the latter testified as follows: “Self-defence must consist of 
organisation of intelligence work and of armed resistance, to t ic 
organs of Soviet power, the Provisional Government and the 
Soviet armed forces, in the event of exposure of vaiioua links of 

the organisation ‘ NIE.’ ” . 

The Prosecutor asked the accused whether the Command of 
iS Armia Krajowa ” engaged in intelligence work. 

Okulicki : Yes, it did. 

Next at the Court Session there was read aloud the text of 
cipher radiogram received by Okulicki from London, fioni tho 
central staff of the Polish . emigre “ government.” This radio- 
gram, instructing that extensive work bo developed in gathering 
intelligence about the Red Army, was addrossed to iho Com- 
mandants of five areas of the “Armia ICrajowa” in addition to 
Okulicki. This document contains a detailed list of (lata which 
were to be regularly gathered through the intelligence network 
of the Chief Command of the “ Armia Krajowa ” and through 
the Commandants of areas of the “ Armia Krajpwa.” 

Prosecutor : Were all these areas subordinated lo you ? 

Okulicki : Yes. 
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Prosecutor : In that cuse there was also intelligence work 
carried on under your direction ? 

Okuucki : I do not deny that. 

Prosecutor : You say that you did not fulfil the order of 
the Soviet Military Command on disbandment of the “ Armia 
Kra'jowa ” ? You preserved the “'Armia Krajowa ” underground ? 
\ou have hidden ammunition, arms, and radio stations which 
should have been surrendered, and you have kept all these in 
the underground ? 

Okuucki : Yes. 

Prosecutor : How do you qualify this ? 

Okuucki : I qualify this as non-fulfilment of the order of 
the Red Army Command. . ; 

Prosecutor : Only as non-fulfilment ? For what purpose 

then ? 

Okuucki : For the purpose of preserving them for the 
future. 

Prosecutor : Against whom ? 

Okuucki ; Against those who would have threatened us. 

Prosecutor : Name the slate which you believed would have 
hreatened. 

Okuucki : The Soviet Union. 

In this connection, Prosecutor- Rudenko, citing an extract 
from the testimony of the accused given at the preliminary investi- 
gation asked : Towards whom were you orientating ? 

Okuucki : Towards a block of States against the U.S.S.R, 

I rosecu i ou ; Of what States was this hloc to consist, in 
yoiir opinion — Poland and what other States? 

Okuucki : England ... 

Prosecutor : Who else ? 

Okuucki : And the Germans. 

Prosecutor : Consequently, a bloc with tin; Germans, the 
enemies of all the freedom-loving nations, the Germans who are 
universally lulled for their brutality, their barbarism and exter- 
mination of peaceful populations ? 

To general laughter in the Court, Okulicld stated : Not with 
the Germans, hut with Europe. 

Answering the Prosecutor’s further questions, Okulicki told 
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th . liri Her around “Council of Ministers.* 
of Wo Jankowski. They wore hoik 

The accused wo activities. Close relations also existed 

informed of ead, " Jednosci Narodowoi.” 

PnoSECUTon: And so, you preserved arms in tiro under- 
j . d divers i on ary acts against the Red 

C r^g ^ *. o™ «* 

te help or hinder the struggle against the Gormans ? 

Okulicki : It hindered. . . . , « 

PaosEcmon : Whom did this actmty help ? 

Okulicki : Certainly the Germans. • 

Oknlicki was arrested on March 27, l-Mu. 

Presiding Judge : And did your subversive actions against 

the U.S.S.R. end with this ? 




THE ACCUSED ZWERZINSKI 

The Court proceeded to the interrogation of the accused 
Zworzinski, President ol the “ Stronniotwo Narodowo" Party and 
Vice-President of the “Rada Xednosoi Narodowoi. _ 

Prosecutor : What do you know about instructions issued 
by the Polish emigre “ government ” in London ? 

Zwerzinski: One of the instructions which came to my 
knowledge at the end of January, 1945, was an instruction on 
preserving the conspiracy, 

Prosecutor : How were these instructions earned out in 

practice in your underground ? 

Zwerzinski : These instructions were carried out in the 
sense that all the underground remained with a conspiratorial 

status. * 

Zwerzinski further declared : “ Jasiukowicz informed mo 

that the possibility of establishing a now body of four ns a sub- 
stitute organ for the underground ‘Council of Ministers’ was 
discussed with Jankowski in Cracow. This organ was to consist 
of representatives of the four mam parties, namely the Stronnic- 
two Ludowe,’ * Stronnictwo Narodowe,’ ' Partin Pracy ’ • and the 
‘ PPS.’ ” 

Speaking of. these four, Zworzinski stated that they were 
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upposed to present a list of members of the underground 
government ” to Britain, America and the U.S.S.R., pretending 
lius that this " government ” allegedly had legal status, but at 
he some time it was decided to preserve the four as a so-called 
olltical centre for further conspiratorial work. 

Prosecutor : Tell us, did you hear a report or information 
y Okulicki at a meeting of the “ Rada Jednosci Narodowoi ” ? 

Zwerzinski ; Yes, we did. That was in the middle of 
’ebruary. 

PnosECUTOR : What did Okulicki report ? 

Zwerzinski : He read an appeal to soldiers and officers, 
sported on the formal disbandment of the “Armia Krajowa,” 
nd informed us that ILQ. remained with an underground status. 

Prosecutor : What do you know about the practical sub- 
ersive activities in the Red Army rear ? 

Zwerzinski : I know of the fact of concentration of M AK ” 
rrces in tho Lublin District, and about their struggle. I also- 
now about the explosion near Lublin, and activity of the 
ctaclunent which acted in tlio Bialystok area. Then again, 
bout tho destruction of a bridge on the Tarnow — Lvov railway, 
f the struggle carried on by two or three detachments which 
cted in the Lublin District ... 

After the interrogation of Zwerzinski, the Court proceeded to* 
iterrogate the accused Urbanski who was a member of the 
'rcsidium and Secretary of the underground “ Partia Pracy.” 
Irbanski confirmed tire testimony he had given at tho preliminary 
ivestigations. 

Tho morning session ended with interrogation of Urbanski. 

TIIE ACCUSE!) CZAIINOWSKI ANI) BAGINSKI 

On Juno 19, at the evening session, the Court continued the 
xamination of the leaders of the Polish underground who ongaged 
n criminal subversive activities. 

Czarnowski was President of the so-called “ Union of Demo- 
rats.” Okulicki suggested thut ho join tho newly-formed under- 
;rotind leading political centre, and explained that this now 
inder ground centre would direct tho struggle against tho Red 
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Army including terrorist activities. Czarnowski agreed to joii 
this new underground political centre. 

The ‘second conspiracy ’ was the name Okulicki and Jankow 
ski gave to their criminal underground activities directed a gains 
the interests of the Red Army and the Allied Nations. Tin 
atmosphere was thick with slander, Czarnowski said: it brei 
terrorist acts and hostile actions against the Red Army : it wa 
Czarnowski himself and the rest of the leaders und participant 
m the criminal underground work who created this atmosphere 

“ In the long run the subversive activities of the Polish undei 
ground harmed the common cause of the United Nations ” — tin 
• s how Czarnowski himself described the significance of his crime* 

The Court proceeded to the interrogation of the aecuaci 
Baginski, who was Vice-President of the “ Stro'nnictwo Lmluwc. 

“ Did your party fulfil the order of tlie Command of the Rei 
Army on disbandment of armed forces and on surrender o 
arms ? ” — the Prosecutor asked. 

Baginski evaded a direct answer. “We did not consider i 
necessary to issue such instructions,” lie said. M It did not nccu 
to us that this was necessary.” 

" But did the members of your armed detachments aurreiidc 
arms ? ” 

“I do not know about this. We did not issue such an order. 

“So you did not fulfil the order of the Red Army Comimun 
on disbandment of armed detachments and surrender of arms ? 
the Prosecutor insisted. Baginski agreed. 

He told the court about the negotiations he conducted wit! 

» Jankowski and Okulicki on the “ Stronniclwo Bud owe ” Pari 
joining the “ NIE ” underground organisation. The command n 
the “AK -Baginski testified, largely consisted of former Sanacj. 
elements. Before 1939 these elements, which belonged to the oli 
Polish political leadership, conducted an emphatic nnti-Sovic 
policy. 

Baginski also spoke about pro-German circles in the leader 
ship of the “ AIC ” and the Polish underground. Howevci 
Baginski and other leaders of the “ Stroniiictwo Ludowe ” under 
ground organisation worked shoulder to shoulder with the “ AK, : 
participated in the underground “ government ” and in the so 
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called parliament “ Rada Jednosci Narodowoi ” and in all the, 
criminal activities' of the Polish underground 

Baginski was unable to refute this. He tried to absolve him- 
self of responsibility by declaring : “ I wanted to quit the under- 
ground organisation, but had no chance.” However, he could not 
explain what had prevented him and his organisation from break- 
ing with the criminal underground. 

“ Until at last the Red Army helped you to withdraw from 
the underground organisation by arresting you ? ” the Presiding 
.Judge asked. 

“ Exactly so,” confirmed Baginski. 

The accused Miemva, member of the Central Commtitec of 
the Underground “ Stronnictwo Ludowe” organisation, supple- 
mented Baginski’s evidence. He confirmed the facts of the parti- 
cipation of this organisation in underground subversive activities, 
The Stronnictwo Ludowo ” organisation collaborated with ele- 
ments of the “Sanacja,” “National Democrats” and all other 
gioups of the reactionary Polish underground, 

The accused Hacinski, President of the “ Stronnictwo Pracy ” 
(Party of Labour), testified that at a conference held in Cracow 
in February, 1945, the Secretary of the “Stronnictwo Pracy” 
the accused Urbanski, announced Okulicki’s statement that the 
“ AK ” actually had not been, disbanded and that its cadres and 
unns had been preserved for underground struggle against the 
Red Army, 

Interrogation of the accused Kobylianski, Stemler-Dombski, 
Mihalnwski, Sly pu lkow.sk i and Puzak supplied additional material 
describing the criminal activity of the Polish underground in the 
Red Army’s rear. The accused Stemler-Dombski published a 
clandestine bulletin filled with provocative and slanderous fabri- 
cations about the Soviet Union and the Red Army. The accused 
Milmlowski — one of the leaders of the so-called “ Union of Demo- 
crats ” — distributed slanderous information about the Red Army 
to district delegutcs of his “Union,” 

" “For wlint purpose was this done?” the Prosecutor asked 
the accused. 

Mihalnwski answered : “ Slander was one of the forms of 
•our struggle against the Red Army,” 
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The accused Stypulkowski persistently denied his guilt,. 
However, he could not deny the fact that, while being political 
adviser and member of the Presidium of the “ Stronnictwo 
Narodowe,” he actively participated in subversive activities of the 
Polish underground. 

The Court proceeded to interrogation of Puzak, one of the 
leaders of .the Polish underground organisation. From 1921 
Puzak had held the post of General Secretary of the F.P.S. From 
1944 to the day of his arrest he had been President of the “ Rada 
Jednosci Narodowoi,” the so-called parliament for the underground 
“ Council of Ministers.” 

Puzak tried in every way to whitewash himself, denying his 
participation in the struggle against the Red Army. He tried to- 
conceal the fact that he had received instructions from the Polish 
emigre “ government ” in London on the formal disbandment of 
the “Armia Krajowa” and on the preservation of its cadres and 
arms for the organisation of subversive activities against tlio Red 
Army. In the course of interrogation tlie accused Puzak became 
entangled in his own testimony. 

Interrogation of the accused then came to an end. Chief 
Military Prosecutor Afanassyev announced on behalf of the State 
Prosecution that, the cose being clear, the Prosecution 
waived the interrogation of the previously summoned eleven wit- 
nesses. The Counsel for the Defence stated that the case was clear 
for the defence as well, and that there was no need to interrogate 
the rest of the witnesses. The Court ruled that the rest of the 
witnesses were not to be examined. 

The Presiding Judge announced further the ruling of the 
Military Collegium of the Supreme Court of the U.S.S.R. on the- 
accused Okulicki’s request for the summoning of a number of 
additional witnesses. According to this ruling, three witnesses- 
named by the accused Okulicki would be summoned, The Court 
refused to summon the rest of the witnesses since two of those 
named by Okulicki had not been located on the territory of the 
Soviet Union, and the third was on his way to a camp and could 
nof he summoned. 

This was the end of the evening session of the Court. 
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SPEECH OF CHIEF PROSECUTOR 

the morning session of June 20 the Court hear the pleading. 
First to speak was the representative of the State Prosecu- 
ion, Chief Military Prosecutor of the Red Army, Maj-Gen. of 
fustice Afanassyev. , ■ , 

“With the full thoroughness and impartiality which have 
tlways distinguished the Soviet Court, you comrades Judges, have 
itudied the evidence and proofs produced by the State Prosecution 
igainst the men sitting here who are charged with the gravest 
u-imos against the Red Army and the Soviet Union,” said 
Vfanassyev beginning his speech for the prosecution. 

The present tnal, he continued, 11 is held at a time of the 
poch-making victory scored by the Soviet Union and its Allies 
tvor Hitlerite Germany. This is the first distinguishing feature 
f this trial. 

The criminal activities of the accused were directed against 
lie Red Army, which liberated the Polish people from the German 
oke and, at the cost of supreme sacrifices, saved all the peoples 
f Europe from Hitlerite tyranny. Such is the second distinguish- 
ig feature of the trial. 

It sums up the criminal activities of the Polish reactionaries 
dio fought for many years against the U.S.S.R. to the detriment 
f the interests of Poland and all freedom-loving nations as well', 
'his is the third distinguishing feature of the trial. 

“ The Soviet State played a decisive role in liberating the 
mrld from Hitlerite tyranny. It was on the Soviet-German.' 
ront that the main armed forces of Germany were destroyed, 
t was here that she suffered grave defeats which, with the help' 
f the armed forces of our Allies, the United States and Great 
Iritain, brought about the final rout of Germany. It was against 
lie heroic Red Army, liberator of Poland and of the peoples of 
iurope, that the criminals sitting here directed their villainous 
clions and designs. 

“ These puppets from the underground who styled them- 
olvcs * ministers * and * political lenders ’ raised their dirty hands 
5 stab the Red Army in the hack, The blind moles from the 
'olish underground mistook our generosity for weakness, and 
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Relieved that they would be able to get away with their foul 
crimes unpunished. But they miscalculated. . 

“ A.s revealed by all the materials of the preliminary ami 
Court investigations, these men were united in tluur haired of 
the Soviet Union, of the greut Soviet people, of the heroic Bed 
Army. The activities of all the accused were co-ordinated and 
■directed by the. Polish emigre ‘government’ in London. It 
pushed the accused on to a path of crimes against the Red, Army 
ills Soviet Union. 


“SANACJA" CLIQUE'S PLOT 

“As far back as 1940, Okujicki was sent by Sosnkowski to 
the Lvov area to organise subversive work against the Soviet 
Unibn. The Polisli emigre c government * in London invurinbly 
played into the hands of Fascist Germany, sought to bring about 
a split among the United Nations, and did everything Jo prejudice, 
the cause of the struggle of the United Nations against Germany. 

“A leading part in this criminal' emigre 'clique has been 
played by Fascist ‘Sanacja* elements, who boro I ho brunt of the 
responsibility for the disaster which befell Poland in 1939. In 
their policy they have been guided only by the inlerestH of u 
handful of feudal magnates and war-lords of old Poland, 

“This reactionary clique did everything possible to drive a 
wedge between Poland and her historic Ally the great Soviet 
Union. By their intrigues this criminal emigre clique in London 
seek to achieve one single aim : to make the new posl-wur Poland 
a second edition of the old pre-war. Poland. Therefore I lie crimi- 
nal- Polisli emigre clique in London urged the Polish people not 
to fight the Germans, because that would help the Soviet. Union." 

Quoting documents which emanated from l he Polish emigre 
clique in London, the Prosecutor demonstrated how Sonnkowski, 
Raezkiewicz, Aroiszewski and company persistently tried lt> hinder 
the liberation struggle of the Red Army against Hitlerite Germany. 
“ But the Red Army dealt the Germans blow after blow and, us 
it kept approaching Poland, the reactionary Polish clique launched 
new manmuvres. Hypocritically calling for co-operation with the 
Red Army, the Raczkiewiczes, Sosnkowskis and company issued 
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instructions urging intensification of subversive work' against the 
Soviet Union and tho Red Army,” 

Af «nassyev quoted articles from various publications of 
sosnkowski and Arciszowski, in particular their statement that 
Ac main task of the Polish underground should he an anti- 
Russian and not an anti-German uprising, 

” Contrary to all criminal intrigues of the emigre clique in 
-.ondon, the Polish people heroically fought its age-old enemies 
he Germans. The Soviet people extended to the Polish people' 
i fraternal helping hand, The Red Army, jointly with Polish; 
roops, routed the Gcrman-Fasciat hordes— these sworn enemies 
d the Slaw-Mid liberated Poland. The flags of the Polish 
(op ah! lc again rose over Warsaw, Cracow, and other. Polish cities 
i ho Polish people breathed freely. 

“ A,ld Aralasrowski’s criminal clique tried to shake this frater* 
iity and friendship cemontod with the blood of the Polish and 
loviot peoples. The accused pursued their criminal activities on 
ircctives and instructions of this ‘government,’ 

On these directives was based the organisation of the entire 
..byoravo «,k of Okuliokl, Jankowski and the other accuse,!, 
gainst the Red Army ami the Soviet Union, On the basis of 

aT, , CClivC8 11 lhe nccilS(;fl Protended to have disbanded the 
AK, but actually preserved all its cadres and arms, and set up 
now underground terrorist organisation and engaged in terrorism 
tid sabotage. And on tho strength of radiogram No, 7201 , 
iccivot fmm the emigre ‘government’ in London, the accused 
ugaged m espionage in the rear of the Red Army. 

All underground activities were aimed at the preparation 
nd conduct of armed struggle against the Soviet Union. All that 
ic Polish emigre clique in London demanded of the accus- 
I, all that they wore doing was directed at the creation of a bloc 
ith Germany against the U.S.S.R. Documents and evidence 
resented in Court have definitely established this most important ’ 


“The exposure of tip* criminal activities of the reactionary 
nigre Polish clique in London and the Polish underground is 
: tremendous into to tho cause of the creation of tho new Poland, 
he Soviet Court helps iho Polish people in its struggle for the 
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creation of an independent, democratic, free Poland. Thus 
Poland has firmly taken the path of friendship with her great 
Eastern neighbour, of alliance and mutual aid between Polaful 
•and the U.S.S.R. and no machinations of the emigre reactionary 
clique can shake the will of the peoples of Poland and the Soviet 
Union, or weaken the friendship of the two States that grows 
•stronger with every day.” 

OKULICKI’S ROLE ! 

The Prosecutor proceeded to concrete analysis of the crimes 
committed by the accused. He dwelt on the part played by the 
accused Okulicki as organiser and leader of underground sub- 
versive activities, 

» Having been brought to Poland in May, 1944, m a British 
jdane from the British naval base in Brindisi, Okulicki was at 
first Deputy to ‘ Bor ’-Komarowski, in command of the * AK ’ 5 
then, after Komarowski surrendered to the Germans, he became 
commander of the underground ‘Armia Krajowa.’ Along with 
Okulicki, direction of underground activities was effected by 
Jankowski, chief delegate of the emigre ‘government’ in London 
-and President of the so-called underground Council of Ministers, 
With them acted Jankowski’s ‘ministers,’ Bieii and Jasiukowicz. 

v “ On direct instructions of the Polish emigre ‘ government ’ 
in London, they conducted vigorous subversive work, organised 
sabotage on the Red Army’s communication lines and terrorist 
acts, disseminated propaganda hostile to the Soviet Union, and 
transmitted deliberately slanderous information abroad. And to 
cover up their crimes, they made public false, hypocritical ordcis 
-on the pretended disbandment of 'the ‘ AK.’” 

Afanassyev dwelt on the hypocritical and perfidious order 
issued by Okulicki on January 19, 1945. “ This order,” he said, 
“was issued by Okulicki two days after the liberation of Warsaw. 
This order was issued on the very day that the gallant troops of 
Marshal Kornev liberated the ancient capital of Poland, Cracow. 
And on that day Okulicki, undor cover of the nickname ‘Nedz* 
wiadek,’ issued a directive — to preserve the II. Q. and cadres of 
the underground army, to preserve arms and stores of ammunition, 
.and to intensify the struggle against the Red Army. 
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On the basis of all materials that have passed before the 
Court, the Prosecutor regards it as proved that in Okulicki’s 
person the Polish reactionaries found a worthy successor to 
1 Bor ’-Komarowski — they are birds of a feather.” 

Afanassyev then analysed in detail the activities of the new 
•underground organisation and the part played by Okulicki and 
Jankowski as founders and leaders of this organisation. Its aim 
was to prepare an uprising against the U.S.S.R., to form groups 
for terrorist acts, and to engage in sabotage, espionage and pro- 
paganda against the U.S.S.R. 

This has been positively proved in Court, just as was another 
very important fact; the terrorist organisation was meant to 
exist also after the, formation of a Provisional Polish Government 
™ with . thc decisions of the Crimea Conference. 

Ukuiicki, Jankowski and the rest of the accused, while hypo- 
critically professing their agreement with the decisions of the 
Crimea Conference, actually sabotaged them and prepared to 
frustrate them. 1 1 

MILITARY DICTATORSHIP PLANNED 

“By their activities they paved the way for eventual establish- 
ment of a military dictatorship— they concentrated thousands of 
cut-throats armed with tommy-guns, machine-guns and even 
arti py* This is irrefutable also because the fuehrer of the 
Polish Fascists, Sosnkowski, was directly connected with the 
formation of thc new terrorist organisation.” 

Afanassyev then proceeded to analyse in detail the terrorist 
activities of the accused. From July, 1944, to May 25, 1945, 
95 Red Army officers, 134 sergeants and 364 Red Army men 
were killed by Okulicki’s and Jankowski’s terrorists in the Red 
Army rear, and 219 military personnel were wounded. 

“Okulicki’s terrorists killed Red Army soldiers following 
brutal torture. Bandits from the ‘ AK ’ differ but little from 
the Hitlerite fiends. 

“The accused Okulicki, Jankowski, Jasiukowicz and Bien 
are guilty in that this terrorism was organised and conducted upon 
their directives and instructions. Janson, Herman, Kuzminski, 
Stankiewicz, Okulicki, Jankowski— all are links in one infernal 
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■ham which , connects the hand of Polish political gangsters in 
London, through the leadership of the ‘ AIC ’ and the w .ohvPohsh 
underground, with the direct executors of tenons acts. 

Analysing the material of the preliminary and Court invest!- 
nations, Afanassyev said he regarded it as proved that Okulicki 
engaged ;in espionage on instructions of .the emigre Polish 
“ government ” in London, as well as in propaganda hostile to 
the Soviet Union and the gathering and transmission abroad of 
malicious, slanderous information about the situation in Poland. 

Afanassyev regarded it as definitely established that the 
accused, as leaders of the Polish underground, followed: a plan 
of preparation for action jointly with Germany against the Soviet 
Union, acting thus on instructions of the Polish emigre^ govern- 
ment” in London, “This has been confirmed by Okulicki’s 
directive to the Commandant of the Western District of the * AK/ 
Col Slavgor, dated March 25, 1945, which was made public in 
Court, the negotiations in 1943-1944 with the Hungarian and 
German Command concerning joint actions against the Red 
Army, and also by the joint struggle with the Germans against 
Soviet partisans/’ 


GUILT ritOVED 

On the basis of all materials that have pussed before the 
Court, Afanassyev regarded it as proved that the band of criminals 
who camouflaged themselves with the titles of political leaders 
and ministers committed the gravest crimes against tlie Red 
Array and the Soviet Union. Afanassyev helioved that all five 
paragraphs of the definition of the charge against the accused 
Okulicki, Jankowski, Bien and Jasitikowicz, as formulated in the 
Indictment, had been proved, ' 

« All four accused, headed by Okulicki, arc guilty of the 
gravest crimes, crimes which cost the lives of many Soviet people. 
They poisoned world public opinion with slander against ' the 
Soviet Union. They directed terrorist acta and sabotago, they 
committed crimes punishable under Soviet Law by the supreme 
penalty — death by shooting. 

“Nevertheless, I believe it possible,” the Prosecutor said, 
not to insist on the supreme penalty for the accused Okulicki, 
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Jankowski, Bien and Jasiukowicz. I believe it possible not 
because now, though belatedly, they repent of their crimes, and 
not only because they acted on directives issued by the criminal 
emigre clique in London. I believe it possible to confine the 
penalty for these accused to deprivation of freedom chiefly because 
our country and our people now live in joyful days of the major 
historic victory of the Red Army and the armies of our Allies 
over the worst enemy of mankind— Fascist Germany 

“Now that the most righteous of all righteous wars, the war 
against a deadly enemy who has been thrown into the dust has 
ended m victory, these people no longer represent that danger 

as would require such a penalty as shooting.” 


Speeches For The Defence 

^fanassyev’s speech was followed by that of the second 
representative of the State Prosecution, State Counsellor of 
Justice of the Second Glass, Rudenko. 

Rudenko believed that the charges against the accused Puzak 
Bagmski and Zwerzmski, as accomplices in the criminal activities 
of the Polish underground, lmd been fully proved. Rudenko 
also supported the prosecution in regard to the accused Mierzwa 
Czarnowski, Stypulkowski, Urbanski and Hacinski, who were 
aware of the crimes of the leaders of the Polish underground and 
who ^ themselves took part in these crimes, 

, n A u ™ S “ d8 tl,e aC0Used MMowski, Kobylianski and Stem. 
lor-Dornbski, the prosecution docs not insist on their conviction 
m view of insufficiency of collected proofs ” 

In conclusion Rudenko said: “With' the exception of the 
last three accused, the other eight accused must answer in 
accordance with Articles 17, 58-8, 58-9 and 58-11 of the 
Criminal Code of the R.S.F.S.R. For the same reasons as cited 
by Prosecutor Afanassyov, I raise tlio question of the possibility 
of restricting the punishment of these accused to deprivation of 
freedom for short terms.” 


NP7 
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THE ACCUSED OKULICKI 

The Court proceeded to hear speakers for the Defence. 

The accused Okulicki spoke in his own defence. He sail) 
his speech that this trial meant condemnation of the activities 
o“ die Polish underground which were directed against the Red 
Army and menaced the interests of the Soviet Union and the 
cause of the United Nations in the struggle against Germany. 

“ However” the accused asserted, “ the Polish underground has 
much to its credit in its struggle against Germany ^ 

Admitting his moral and political responsibility for the facts 
of subversive activities against the Red Army, Okulicki disputed 
the accusation of organised terror and sabotage against the 
Red Army. He asserted that, as Commander-m-Clnef of the 
“Aimia Krajowa” lie lost all communication with the eastern 
districts in which terrorist and sabotage activities of the “AK” 
took place. In the western districts, in which- ho exercised 
leadership, Okulicki maintained that there were no sabotage and 
terrorist activities against the Red Army. 

Okulicki acknowledged that the accusation had shed a I 
revealing light on the facts of the terrorism of the « Arana ' 
Krajowa.” He said that these were " shocking facts presenting 
a most ghastly picture of the activities of the ‘ Arinia Krajowa.’ ” 
Okulicki asserted that the tension and many misunderstandings 
in the relations between Poland and the Soviet Union were rooted 
In hktnrv. since for many decades Poland was under the oppression 


-of Tsarist Russia. 

“ We did not know,” Okulicki stated, ” wlmt changes had 
taken place in your national policy, what kind of internal change 
And reconstruction of the State had taken place with you. 

Objecting to the Prosecutor’s speech, Okulicki said th(d if 
from the political viewpoint the Warsaw uprising could ho 
appraised as a gamble, from the soldiers viewpoint such an 
estimation was wrong, Okulicki pleaded guilty of disobeying 
the orders of the Soviet Command. Ho considered himself 
guilty of the fact that the “ Armia Krajowa” did not surrender 
arms and ammunition and that, on the contrary, lie had ordered 
arms and ammunition to be hidden. He considered himself 
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guilty of the fact that on his order underground II, Q. and radio 
«tations had been preserved, that through them clandestine radio 
communication was maintained with London, that lie had created 
the new secret organisation “ NJE ” and conducted hostile pro- 
paganda against the Red Army and the Soviet Union. 

“ Mistrust of the Soviet Union is my greatest mistake. And 
this mistake determined everything, including confidence in my 
Government,” Okulicki stated. 

Okulicki said further that he was deeply convinced of the 
necessity of Polish-Soviet friendship, and that only by the 
existence of such friendship and the independence of Poland 
could Poland make progress. 

COUNSEL FOR DEFENCE BRAUDE 

Next to speak was the lawyer Braude, who defended the 
accused “ministers” of the underground “Government”, Bien 
and Jasiukowicz. While pleading guilty, he said, Bien and 
fasiukowicz objected to the accusation that they intended to 
ivage war against the U.S.S.R. in a bloc with Germany. They 
joth emphatically denied every suggestion of their having been 
iware of the concrete facts of sabotage and subversive activities, 

Fully acknowledging oilier charges presented against them, 
lien and Jasiukowicz assumed moral and political responsibility 
or all activities of the underground “Government.” At the 
iame time, in Court they resolutely and firmly condemned all 
heir past activities, condemned the activities of their underground 
Government ” and the activities of the London emigre " Govern- 
nent” which actually directed them. 

Both Bien and Jasiukowicz had proved by their statements 
hat they did not share General Okulicki’s viewpoint and would 
lot share it. Both the accused stated that they sincerely repented, 
hat they were wrong, that they regarded their past as a political 
irrpr as well as an error of those who directed their activities 
rom London. Braude asked the Court to come to a mild, lenient 
'erdict in their case. 

y The' morning session ended with the lawyer Braude’s speech. 

At the evening session the Court continued the hearing of 
peeohes for the Defence. The lawyer plcvako, who defended 
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Stemler-Dombski, stated that he agreed mtl. the Prosecutor, „!«, 
Xd to support the accusation agamst; Stemler-Dombsk, . , 

Next to speak was the lawyer Milovidov wl,„ defaulod the 
accused Kobylianski, member of the Party of Natrona emoorau 
‘stronnictwo Narodowe,” and Czarnowskt, cx-mernbe. of the 
underground parliament “ Rada Jednosci Narodowol. Speaking 
in defence of Kobylianski, Milovidov said : The testimony and 

materials of the preliminary investigation indicate that o ylianski 
did not hold any official position and had not yet ta -on part in 
the so-called underground ‘ parliament.’ Ho was a reserve 
member of this ‘ parliament • in case another dropped out of it." 
Milovidov asked for acquittal of the accused Kobylianski. 

Speaking of his other client, Milovidov asked the Court to 
take into consideration the. fact that Czarnowski admitted the 
charges levelled against him. He had told the Court: “Nov 
j ful | y valise not only that I acted in a criminal and wrong way* 
but that such actions harmed the cause of the United Nations 
and Poland.” Counsel for the Defence asked the Court to come 
to a lenient verdict in the case of accused Czarnowski. 

The lawyer Markevich defended the accused Baginski and 
Mierzwa. Pointing out that his client Mierzwa did liot take part 
in terrorist activities against the Red Army, Counsel for the 
Defence asked the Court to waive the accusation against Mierzwa, 

Speaking of the accused Baginski, Vice-President of the 
“ Rada Jednosci Narodowoi ,” the lawyer recnlled the Prosecutor’s 
expression, “a high-sounding name but liltlo substance,” and 
asked for maximum leniency for the accused Baginski. 


lawyer mikiialski 

The lawyer Mikhalski defended the accViscd Urhanski and 
Mihalowski. “ I fully share,” he said, “ tlio viewpoint of the 
State Prosecutor, who has asked the Military Collegium, in con- 
sidering Mihalowski’s fate, to take into account tho insufficiency 
of proof available in his case. I ask tlio Court to acquit this 
client of mine.” 

Going on to defend the accused Urbanski, Mikhalski said: 
** Urbanski pleaded guilty. His role and significance in the 
present case are secondary. Ho was under the great and strong 
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influence of other persons. He has admitted the error of his 
actions and views. I ask the Court to take qccount of all these 
circumstances in regard to Urbanski and to show maximum 
leniency in coming to its verdict.” 

The lawyer Otsep, who defended the accused Zwerzinski, 
described his client as one of those people who' failed to under- 
stand the international political situation, - failed to understand 
the policy of the Soviet Union which strove to have a strong, 
democratic and independent Poland as its neighbour. 

“All the criminal activities of Zwerzinski,” Otsep went on, 

1 are not those of an instigator or accomplice hut those of a 
jonniver.” Holding that the accused had admitted his errors 
md crimes, had thought over and understood many things, the 
awyer addressed the Court with a request to apply in this case 
Article 8 of the criminal code of the R.S.F.S.R., permeated with 
i humane legal conception. 

Next to speak was the lawyer Kaznachyev, who defended the 
iccused Hacinski and Puzak. He asked the Court to acquit 
dacinski and, as regards Puzak, taking into , consideration his 
onfession, to apply a penalty which did not call for a long term 
f deprivation of freedom. 

The Presiding Judge then gave hearing to the accused 
ankowski, who desired to speak in his own defence. He admitted 
lint he bore political responsibility for the organisation “ NIE,” 
is he was informed of its activities. The accused Jankowski 
ilso admitted that instructions sent to Delegaturas resulted in 
he exacerbation of relations with the Soviet Union. He stated 
hat he had not known previously about the terrorism and sabotage 
>y members of the “ AIC ” in the Red Army’s rear, and that he 
lonsidered tlioso acts erroneous. 

Next to speak was tho accused Stypulkowski, who also desired 
o speak in his own defence. Stypulkowski said that, although 
te was legal and political adviser of tho “ Stronnietwo Nnrodowe ” 
■’arty until March, 1945, he was not informed about the terrorist 
tud sabotage activities against the Red Army, 

Stypulkowski said : “ I would have condemned active work 

[gainst the Red Army during its struggle with the Germans as 
oily and n crime against Polish interests.” In conclusion, the 

x i , , g* DCMMlMCTflN PURI I C. t IRRARY, 
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decisions of the Crimea Conference, and asserted that the Soviet 
Union menaced Poland’s independence. And this brought us to 
an impasse. 

“As chief delegate in Poland of the London Polish ‘ govern- 
ment,’ I am responsible for everything that took place on the 
territory of Poland, and I do not intend to shirk this responsi- 
bility. I maintain that between Poland and the Soviet Union 
there should exist friendly relations based on the recognition of 
Poland’s independence and mutual trust,” 

The accused Kobylianski stated that lie regarded his final 
pleu as unnecessary, and asked the Court to acquit him. 

“It is with full confidence,” said the accused Bien, “that I 
have placed my personal fate in the hands of the exalted Court. 
We committed grave blunders in our policy. As a lawyer, I 
recognise that our activities were criminal. ■ ' 

“ What was the source of our mistakes ? Their source was- 
the wrong policy of the London Polisli 1 government ’ which we, 
being in the underground, received without criticism. Mr. Prose- 
cutor said here today that Poland lias only two roads open to her 
either towards the Soviet Union or towards the Germans. This 
is perfectly correct. 

“No co-operation is possible with the Germans. Therefore, 
tile only road is that of close, friendly co-operation with the Soviet 
Union. And Polish policy should he taken into the hands of 
leaders who have not pursued an erroneous policy like that which 
is pursued to this day by the Polish ‘government’ in London. 

“ These people are to be replaced by people with a demo- 
cratic outlook, who will be able to ensure good relations with the 
Soviet Union. And then the friendship between the U.S.S.R. 
and Poland will assert itself, not for 20 years, as laid down in 
the Treaty, but for ever.” 

The accused Mihnlowski asked the Court not to punish him 
and thus enable him the sooner to return to Poland in order to 
commence honest work for the good of the Polish people in the 
interests of strengthening Soviet-Polish friendship. 
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THE ACCUSED JASIUKOWICZ 

“I understand,” the accused Jasiukowicz said in his final 
nlea “ that the underground Polish * government, including 
myself, took a wrong political course. The switch was in the 
wrong way ; we did not put on the brakes m lime and ran up a 
blind alley. I permit myself to welcome the Prosecutors state- 
ment to the effect that there is no force in the world which could 
disrupt the Soviet-Polish Treaty of Friendship. 

“I should like to take part in work for the good of in> 
country. I do not know whether 1 shall . have the chance, bul 
that is a matter of secondary importance.” 

The accused Puzak stated that as President of the “ Radc 
Jednosci Narodowoi,” lie was ready to bear responsibility foi 
all its activities. He admitted his responsibility for the use o: 
clandestine wireless transmitters, and called the attention of th< 
Supreme Court to the fact that in February, 1945, the “Radi 
Jednosci Narodowoi ” passed a resolution approving the decision! 
of the Crimea Conference. 

The accused Hacinski admitted his responsibility for knovvinj 
about the existence of clandestine wireless transmitters and nbou 
sabotage acts committed by detachments of the “ Armia ICrajowa.’ 
“ The Law is the Law,” lie said. “ I am guilty of its violatioi 
and I calmly await ,the verdict of the exalted Court.” 

« I do not intend to take up the time of the Supreme Court,’ 
said the accused Zwerzinski. “ I only request that, in decidi»( 
the verdict all my statements and the arguments presented hen 
by my honourable Counsel for' the Defcnco he taken into con 
sideration. I trust that every condition will be created for good 
neighbourly and friendly relations between the U.S.S.R. ant 
Poland” 

The accused Czarnowski said finally that he pleaded guilt; 
of participation in underground activities. “The Polish under 
ground,” he stated, “in which I took an active part,, made man; 
mistakes in regard to the U.S.S.R. These mistakes were tin 
result of wrong interpretation of the situation.” 

The accused Baginski stated that lie did not hear responsibilit; 
for terrorist and sabotage activities of tlio “ Armia Krajowa,’ 
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le spoke in detail of differences and conflicts in the Polish 
inderground. 

The accused Urbanski, Mierfcwa and Stypulkowski requested 
pjlie Supreme Court to acquit them, 

m ■ After the final pleas of the accused, the Court left for the 
conference Room to consider its verdict. 

b; ; 

a The Verdi ct 

T 4 " 3 ° A,M ' ° n ^ Une 21 the Chairman of Military Colle- 
tt gium of the Supreme Court of the U.S.S;R„ Col.-Gen. of 
ustice Ulrich, announced the verdict of the Military Collegium 
jf the Supreme Court of the U.S.S.R. in the trial of 16 Polish 
giversionists : — 

c the name of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the 
edilitary Collegium of the Supreme Court of the U.S.S.R., con- 
jisting of : Presiding Judge— Col.-Gen. of Justice Ulrich, Presi- 
0 ent of the Military Collegium of the Supreme Court of the 
I.S.S.R. ; Members of the Military Collegium of the Supreme 
g,ourt of the U.S.S.R. Maj. -Gen. of Justice Dmitriyev, Col. of 
giistice Detistov ; Secretaries— Col. of Justice Batner and Lt.-Col. 
<f Justice Kudriavtsev ; with participation of representatives of 
alic State Prosecution— Chief Military Prosecutor of the Red 
kimy, Maj. -Gen. of Justice Afanassycv, ancl State Councillor of 
g ustice of the Second Class, Rudenko, and representatives of the 
jdoscow Collegium of Advocates, Braude, Mikhalsky, Milovidov, 
]Ca2nachoycv, Markevich, Otsep and Plevako ; 
s in open. Court session in tile City of Moscow on June 18 to 21, 
jeard the case against : 

I 1. Okulicki— Leopold Blazewicz, born 1898, in Cracow, 

'rovince, Pole, Polish citizen, Brigadier-Gen. of the Polish Army, 
oraduate of the Military Academy of the Polish General Staff, 
g on a charge of having committed crimes covered by Articles 
i 58-6, 58-8, 58-9 and 58-11 of the Criminal Code of the R.S.F.S.R. ; 
r 2. Jankowski — Jan Stanislnw Josifowicz, horn 1882, in 

Vysokomazowcck District, Pole, Polish citizen, university cduca- 
fion, Deputy Prime Minister of the Polish London “ government ’* 



THE NEW POLAND 

06 i polish “government,” wlio stayed 

and leader of the underground Poltslt 

i„ Poland. wMentiewicz, horn 1899, in Sandotaierz 

3. Bien— Adam W education, member of the 

District, Pole, ^stronrfc ’two Ludowe,” minister of the under, 
presidium or me „ 

ground Polish “ Ignatiewicz, horn 1882 in the 

4. jAStUKOWicz— Stanistaw^g^^ uniT ersity education, 

%£ of the - —two Narodowe,” minister 

„ f the Polish underground jwtn^^ covored 1)y 

S, *T and 58.11 of the Criminal Code of the 

R.S.F.S.R.; . born 1883, in the town 

5 . PuzsK-Kaz— J-«J; education, Genera, 

tir/of t": Polish Socialist Party, President of the nnder. 

ground ‘‘Rada ^^^^azimierzo'wicz, horn 1880, in 

6. Zwerzinski A university education, President 

Lodz Province, Pole, Polish i* ^ viee-Prcsidont of the “Rada 
of the “ Stronnictwo Narodowe ana 

Ied T Ci B N Ao™Kricazimierz Stanislawowicz, horn 1890, hr the 
•nr of Warsaw, Pole, Polish oitizen, university educatton V.cc 
President oT die Presidium of the “ Stronnictwo Ludowe, V.cc 
. , f . i . tt Rada Jednosci Narodowoi, 

PreS ’ 8 Mmnzt-Stanislaw Francewicz, born 1905, In Cracow 
-D • PnVp Polish citizen, university education, member of 
d^n Jtmm" o'nd Secretary of the Cracow organisation 

tl 9 * S^LKoTsK^Zbfgnew Francewicz, born 1904, in the 

city of Warsaw, Pole, Polish citizen, member of the liosidium 

the “ Stronnictwo Narodowe,” ^ , . 10nA 

. 10. Czarnowski— Ewgeni Stanislawowicz, born W01, Si the 

city of Lodz, Polo, Polish citizen, university od.icnt.o. ! 
nf the Board of the Association of Democialic Oigamsato 
“Union of Democrats," member, of the “Rada Jodnosc, 

Narodowoi,” Antonowioz , horn 1089, in the city cl 
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Warsaw, Pole, Polish citzen, university education, President of the 
“ Stronnictwo Pracy,” 

12. Urbanski— Franc Andrejewicz, born 1891, in Warsaw 
Province, Pole, Polish citizen, responsible Secretary of the “ Stron- 
nictwo Pracy” Secretary of the Chief Commission of the “Rada 
Jednosci Narodowoi,” 

13. Mihalowski — Stanislaw Francewicz, born 1903, in 
Poznan Province, Pole, Polish citizen, university education, Vice- 
President of the Board of the Association of Democratic Organisa- 
tions “ Union of Democrats,” 

14 . Kobylianski— Kazimierz Samuilowicz, born 1892, in the. 
city of Warsaw, Pole, Polish citizen, university education, member 
of the “ Stronnictwo Narodowe,” 

15. STEMLER-DoMBSKi—Josif Henriehowicz, born 1888, in 
Lvbv Region, Pole, Polish citizen, university education, Vice- 
Director of the Department of Information of the Polish under- 
ground “ government ” and Director of the Book-publishing Sec- 
tion of this Department, 

all eleven charged with having committed crimes covered by 
Articles 17-58*8, 58-9 and 58-11 of the Criminal Code of the 
R.S.F.S.R. 

The preliminary and court investigations have established : 

The Polish emigre “government” set up on the terirtory of 
Poland, the Lithuanian Soviet Socialist Republic and the Western 
Regions of the Ukrainian and Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Re- 
publics temporarily occupied by the German-Fascist invaders, a 
clandestine military organisation, “Armia Krajowa” (“AK”). 

Up. to September, 1944, it was headed by General of the 
Polish Army “ Bor ’’-IComarowski, and from October, 1944, after 
his surrender to the Germans, l>y bis assistant, Brig. -Gen. Leopold' 
Okulicki. The activities of the “ Armia Krajowa were also- 
directed by the President of the underground Polish * Council of 
Ministers” Jan Stanislaw Jankowski, and his closest assistants, 
Stanislaw Jasiukowicz and Adam Bien. 

After the libera ti bn of the Western Regions of the Ukraine- 
and Byelorussia, also of Lithuania and Poland, by Soviet troops, 
the accused Okulicki, Jankowski; Bicn and Jasiukowicz became- 
organisers and leaders of the Polish Underground, which engaged! 
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in active hostile work in the rear oi the Soviet Union’s troops in 
the field The commander of the “ Armia Krajowa, Bng.-Gen. 
Okulicki, received ciphered Radiograms from the emigre govern- 
ment ” in London demanding that the armed forces the AK” 
•be preserved. In a radiogram of December 8, 1944, Okulicki 
was given the full text of the decision of the emigre govern- 
ment” with instructions to place the “Armia Krajowa and its 
manpower and material resources on a conspiratorial footing. 

Fulfilling these instructions, General Okulicki, in order to 
deceive the command of the Soviet armies in the field, issued 
, an order in December, 1944, for fictitious disbandment of the 
« Krajowa,” but preserved and put on a conspiratorial, 
footing the main cadres of the “ AIC,” and carefully concealed 
arms, ammunition and operating radio stations. Having carried 
out this “ manteuvre ” of lies and deception, Okulicki, Jankowski, 
Then and Jasiukowicz used armed detachments and the oiganisa- 
tion of the “Armia Krajowa,” which were transferred to a 
■clandestine status, for active hostile acts against the Soviet Union 
in the rear of the Red Army in the field, which had liberated 
Poland from the German invaders. 


TERRORIST GROUPS 

In February, 1945, at a meeting of the underground “ Coun- 
cil of Ministers ” in Poland, the accused Okulicki suggested that 
a “ political centre ” consisting of representatives of the “ Stron- 
nictwo Ludowe,” “Stronnictwo Narodowe,” PPS, und “Union 
of Democrats,” be formed for . direction of the underground 
military-political organisation “ Niepodleglosc ” (“ Independence,” 
abbreviated as “ NIE ”) , which they had created out of the main 
cadres of the “Armia Krajowa.” 

The “ Council of Ministers ” in the person of the accused 
Jankowski, Bien and Jasiukowicz approved Okulicki’s suggestion 
and instructed Jankowski to begin negotiations on this question 
with representatives of tho above prtrtics. 

The main tasks of the “ Niopodlcglosc ” organisation 
consisted of mustering cadres and preserving urms and material 
means for preparation of an uprising against tho Soviet Union, 
the formation of combat detachments and terrorist groups for 
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assassination of opponents of the “AK” and of Soviet service- 
men, committing acts of diversion and the gathering of intelli- 
gence in the Red Army’s rear, and also of conducting hostile 
propaganda against the Soviet Union. 

Systematically in 1944 and early in 1945 terrorist and diver- 
sionist groups of the “ Armia Krajowa ” committed terrorist acts 
against Red Army officers and men in the rear of the Soviet 
armies in the field on the territory of the Western Regions of the 
Ukraine and Byelorussia, in Lithuania and Poland, and diver- 
siomu-y acts on communications of the Red Army in the field. 

“ AK ” detachments also made armed raids on military and civil 
institutions. 

According to incomplete data, in the period between July 28 
md December 31 1944. alone, “AK” detachmcnls assassinated 
111 Ked Ari °y officers and men and wounded 94. Along with 
:crrorist and diversionist activities, local “AK” organisations, 
mder the- direct leadership of Okulicki, fulfilling directives of the 
Polish emigre “ government ” in London, collected intelligence in 
he rear of the Soviet armies in the field and transmitted this 
nformation in ciphered radio messages. 

Tlie unt jerground “ government ” in Poland and the organisa- 
ion of the “Armia Krajowa,” possessing a ramified network of 
adio transmitting stations which were concealed from the Soviet 
Yrny Command, used these to transmit to the Polish “govem- 
nent” in London and to the Chief Command of the “AK” 
u formation about the execution by them of orders and directives, 
intelligence about Soviet troops, openly provocative inventions 
ibout acts of servicemen of the Soviet armies on the territory of 
’oland liberated from the German invaders, and tendentious and 
landerous information about the political situation in liberated 
5 oland. 

By disseminating their provocative inventions, the leaders of 
ho underground in Poland, the accused Okulicki, Jankowski, Bierr 
;nd Jasiukowicz, tried to thwart measures of the Soviet Military 
Command, They systematically “supplied” the Polish emigre 
government with false, tendentious, slanderous information for 
he purposo of giving this “ government *» the opportunity to mis- 
nform the British Government, by means of such “ information ” 



1L the actual situation in Poland liberated from the Gonna,, 

invaders by troops of the . t i™'l 10 stUe to the Soviet Union, the 
• Conducting tbe.r , ment .. to Poland and of 

leadership of tie JJ 1 a f ter the termination of the war in 

“Arnna Krajo^ p olish . GD rman military bloc directed against 
Europe, to foil . ft okulicki in his “directives’* 

instructed^ local " AK ” ^ 

wMch w - 

be dainjHc the Military Collegium of tlm 

ArttelesM 1^58-9 and 5811 of the Criminal Code of tl,o R.S.F.S.ll,, 
and of Okulicki, in addition, of crimes covered by Article 58-fi of 

the Criminal Code of the R.S.F.S.R. 

Concerning the accused KazimierzPuzak, A oxandet Zwcr- 
ainski, Kaziinierz Baglnaki, Stanislaw Mierzwn, Zb.gncw Stypn 1- 
kotvski Ewgeni Czarnowski, Josif Haclnaki ami Franc Urhansl,, 
it has been established that all of thorn, knowing about the non 
fulfilment by the leaders of the Polish underground of the orders 
of the Soviet Military Command concerning anrroildor of arms, 
ammunition and radio stations destined for hostile actmtics agonal 
the Soviet Union in the rear of the Red Army in tho field, concealed 
•this fact from the organs of the Soviet Military Command, thus 
committing crimes covered by Article 58-12 of the Criminal Cmls 
of the R S F.S.R. The charge against them of having com- 
milled crimes covered by Articles 17-58-8, 58-9 and 58-11 of tho 
Criminal Code of the R.S.F.S.R. are dismissed in view of insult- 

dent evidence. ■ . , 

The guilt of Stanislaw Miliailowski, IO/imierz Kobylianski 
nd Josif Stemler-Dombski, accessories of Okulicki and other 
ieaders of the Polish underground, of crimes oovorod by Articles 
17*58-8, 58-9 and 58-11 ; of the Criminal Code of the R.S.F.S.R. 
was not sufficiently confirmed at the Court investigation. 
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THE SENTENCES 

ah In determining the penalty for the accused the Military Col- 
inlegiym of the Supreme Court of the U.S.S.R., taking into consi- 
deration. all the circumstances of the present case, also proceeds 
iefrom the fact of the victorious termination of the great Patriotic 
“ War by the Soviet Union. Considering that under the conditions 
Etof transition to peaceful construction the application of stern 
thpenalties up to shooting provided for in the Articles of the Crimi- 
innal Code preferred against the accused is not necessary, the Mili- 
bltary Collegium of the Supreme Court of the U.S.S.R. sentences : 
in (1) Okulicki— Leopold Blazewicz ; Jankowski— Jan Stanis- 
b'law Josifowicz ; Bien— Adam Walentiewicz ; and Jasiukowicz— 
Stanislaw Ignatiewicz ; on the basis of the provisions of Article 
S58-2 of the Criminal Code of the- R.S.F.S.R., to imprisonment: 
li Okulicki for a term of ten years, Jankowski for a term of eight 
A^tU’s, Bien and Jasiukowicz for a term of five years each. 
a (2) Puzak — Kazimierz Woicechowicz ; Baginski — Kazimierz 
tfetanislawowicz ; Zwerzinski— Alexander Kazimierzowicz ; Czar- 
nowski — Ewgeni Stanislawowicz ; Mierzwa— Stanislaw France- 
aivicz ; Stypulkowski — -Zbignew Francewicz ; Hacinski— Josif An- 
konowicz ; and Urbanski — Franc Andrejewicz, are acquitted by the 
iCourt of charges covered by Articles 17-58-8, 58-9 and 58-11 of 
ihe Criminal Code, of the R.S.F.S.R. ; while on the basis of the 
•provision of Article 58-12 of the Criminal Code of the 
fft.S.F.S.R., Hacinski and Urbanski, to imprisonment : Puzak 
kor a tcim of 18 months, Baginski for a term of one year, 
t Zwerzinski for a term of eight months, Czarnowski for a term of 
Aix months, and Mierzwa , Stypulkowski , Hacinski and Urbanski 
kor a term of four months imprisonment each. The terms of 
imprisonment for all 12 of the convicted men shall be counted 
trom the day of arrest of each in the present case, 

(3) Mihalowski Stanislaw Francewicz j Kobyliaiiski — Ka- 
simierz Samuilowicz ; and Stcmler-Dombshi—-Josii Henriehowicz, 
ire acquitted by the Court. 

J All material ovidcnce in the present case— documents— shall 
|?c Jccpt in files* and the various radio equipment shall he con- 
fiscated. 
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This verdict is final and not subject to appeal in order c 
cessation. 

Presiding Judge — President of the Military Collegium of th 
Supremo Court of the U.S.S.R., CoLjGen. of Justice ULRIGf 
Members of the Court — Members of the Military Collegium c 
the Supreme Court of the U.S.S.R., Maj-Gen. of Justice DMITR] 
YEV, Colonol of Justice DETISTOV* 


summarised account of the trial Is reproduced herd from 
skly, Nos. 180-181, June -July, 1946. 




